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mutual trust, no confidence, no tenderness, in human 
relations. Man must not only build engines of human 
destruction; he must himself be a veritable engine of 
brute force. 

Hobbes, Malthus and Darwin, honored social philos- 
ophers and scientists as they were, have been to no small 
extent responsible for the cult of brute force in Western 
civilization, for “the white man’s burden” upon “the 
lesser breed,” for racialism and for imperialism. 

Darwinism as a tool of insight into the processes of 
nature leads straight to brute force and to war; Kro- 
potkinism, on the other hand, leads straight to mutual 
aid and to peace. 

Granted these two possible approaches to an under- 
standing of nature, which one shall we choose as a guide 
to our behavior? Soul Force requires the rejection of 
Darwinism and the acceptance of Kropotkinism. 

The Hindus speak of Rajju-Sarpa-N yaya, “the logic 
of the rope-snake.” If in the dim twilight of an evening 
you should chance upon a rope lying on the road and 
think it is a serpent, your reaction to the object would 
be conditioned by your belief that it is a snake. That, 
objectively, it is a mere piece of rope is immaterial; to 
you at the moment iż is a snake. And your response is 
watchfulness, and either a fight or a flight. 
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The German philosopher Vaihinger developed the 
same notion in his concept of Als ob, “As if.” Man’s 
response to the environment is not in terms of the ob- 
jective reality but in terms of his subjective conception 
of the situation. 


Granted the universe were unfriendly—an untenable 
assumption—how about man responding to it as if 
it were hospitable? Could not man by his very response 
transform the nature of the cosmic process? But we are 
not compelled to battle against the universe. The uni- 
verse is friendly and hospitable. It is our view of the 
universe that needs to be harmonized with the ultimate 
nature of Soul Force. 


(4) Soul Force As a Technique for Resolving Conflicts 


To Mahatma Gandhi, in our age, belongs the credit 
for having worked out soul force as a technique for 
resolving crises and conflict situations. The technique 
of soul force or Satyagraha (i. e., insistence upon Truth 
under all circumstances) can be effectively used by a 
single individual as well as by a group of people large 
or small. 


The theory is so simple that even a child can under- 
stand it. Fellowship among human beings is possible on 
two planes— the plane of joy and the plane of suffering. 
On either plane. man becomes oblivious of his petty 


self and realizes his kinship with the Supreme Self, 
with Soul Force. 
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The Plane of Joy 


A simple illustration of kinship on the plane of joy 
is afforded by recreation. I, a Hindese, am playing 
bridge with a Chinese, a Japanese and an Englishman. 
The very first thing the game of bridge does to us is 
that we forget our national and religious affiliations. 
We are concerned not so much with one another’s 
nationality as with the response to the bidding and to 
the play each one makes. We are a foursome transcend- 
ing our petty likes and dislikes. A well-earned finesse 
is a matter for congratulation all around. 

Abiding by the rules of the game, the players enjoy 
the ecstasy of fellowship which is no part of the routine 
activities of this humdrum life. Group recreation, 
either indoors or outdoors, is a tonic to the spirit, pre- 
cisely because participants in recreation experience joy 
and fellowship on the common-human level. 


The Plane of Suffering 


The inner man is touched by suffering as well as by 
joy. The occurrence of an accident does not call forth 
the response:—What is his nationality? Does he go to 
church regularly? How shabbily dressed is he? No, 
none of these accidental trappings of man’s self engages 
our attention. The prompt response is always:—Is he 
badly hurt? What can we do for him? 

There is then this basic law of human behavior: The 
inner self in each man is touched by joy as well as by 
suffering and is transported into common fellowship 
with the object of joy or of suffering. 
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Neither did the prophets of yore nor does the Ma- 
hatma of today know anything about the new-fangled 
science of psychology. But they intuitively understood 
this basic law of human behavior. 

Suffering calls forth a realization of common-human 
kinship. Why not then, subconsciously argued the Ma- 
hatma, utilize the technique of “‘self-invited suffering” 
to call forth the response of common-human kinship 
from those that persecute and exploit us and deny us 
justice and freedom? 


The Divine Potential 


Soul Force posits a divine potential in the wrong- 
doer, be he British or German or Japanese. And it is 
this divine potential, the inner man, within the wrong- 
doer that must be touched and “coerced” to respond 
to “‘self-invited suffering.” The wrong-doing itself is 
the logical end-product of an encrusted system or insti- 
tution—the Empire System, for one—which enslaves 
the wrong-doer as well as the wronged. Hence the 
wrong-doer must be made to see the injustice of the 
system, to question the validity of the system he op- 
erates, by inviting suffering upon oneself in the spirit of 
Ahimsa (non-violence: love). 


Evolution of Techniques of Soul Force 


The concrete technique of soul force has been named 
Satyagraha (holding fast to Truth) by Gandhi. The 


variant names for this technique are interesting. (1) 
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The term non-resistance is part of the Christian heri- 
tage. (2) Passive Resistance was coined by Leo Tolstoy 
and adopted by Gandhi (1905—1919). (3) Concur- 
rently with the use of the term Passive Resistance 
Gandhi invented and adopted the word Satyagraha to 
describe his movement. (4) Non-Violent Non-Coop- 
eration was invented by the Mahatma (1919—20) and 
became part of the vocabulary of India’s Non-Violent 
Revolution (1919—20 onward). India’s Non-Violent 
Revolution was the title of a pamphlet written by the 
present writer in 1930. In 1934 there appeared in 
America a significant book, entitled The Power of Non- 
Violence, by Mr. Richard B. Gregg. (5) Non-Violent 
Resistance was coined by the present writer in 1921 
to describe to a forum audience at the Commun- 
ity Church of New York the nature of the Gandhi 
movement. The phrase caught on because it was more 
satisfactory than the contradictory term Passive Re- 
sistance. It found its way in the American as well as 
the Hindese press. And in 1922 there appeared in India 
a remarkable book by Miss Blanche Watson, entitled 
Gandhi and Non-Violent Resistance. Nowadays hardly 
anybody speaks of passive resistance or even non-resist- 
ance; it is always non-violent resistance. (6) The term 
Non-Violent Coercion was contributed by Professor 


Clarence M. Case in 1923, that being the title of his 
Ph. D. thesis written at the University of Wisconsin 
under Professor E. A. Ross. (7) In 1929—30 Gandhi 
popuralized the term Civil Disobedience, first coined by 
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the respected American Henry David Thoreau in his 
Essay of the same title (1847—1849). Gandhi has 
interchangeably used the terms Civil Disobedience and 
Civil Resistance. He was also seriously playing with the 
idea, as he then informed me, of calling his movement 
Civil Revolution. But this last term was finally set aside 
in favor of Civil Disobedience and Civil Resistance, 
which have become part of the literature on the subject 
of Satyagraha and Soul Force. (8) Non-Violent Direct 
Action was the contribution of my good friend Dr. 
Krishnalal Shridharani, the term first appearing in his 
Ph. D. thesis at Columbia University, written under 
Professor R. M. MacIver, in 1939. The title of Dr. 
Shridharani’s book itself is an interesting and meaning- 
ful contribution: War Without Violence (1939). (9) 
In his thinking as well as in his writing, Gandhi has used 
the term Soul Force interchangeably with Love Force 
and Truth Force. (10) Ahimsa (Non-Violence: Love) 
and Satya (Truth), the Mahatma has emphasized in 
season and out of season, are the ingredients of Soul 
Force. 


Truth is God 


In Geneva, the birthplace of Calvinism, the Mahatma 
discussed Truth and God in startlingly refreshing terms. 
“Until now,” said Gandhi, “I used to say ‘God is 
Truth.’ Now I believe Truth is God.” The statement 
“God is Truth” is partial, contends Gandhi; the state- 
ment “Truth ‘is God” is all-inclusive. The atheist in 
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quest of Truth by way of skepticism, the scientist in 
quest of Truth by way of empiricism, the philosopher 
in quest of Truth by way of a search for the Prime 
Cause, the logician in quest of Truth by way of dialec- 
tics, the literateur in quest of Truth by way of rheto- 
rics, the devotee in quest of Truth by way of ecstatic 
devotion, the philanthropist in quest of Truth by way 
of munificence, the social worker in quest of Truth by 
way of social service, the craftsman in quest of Truth 
by way of his craftsmanship—all these and many 
another, each in his own way, would be serving God 
according to Gandhi’s definition which says that Truth 
is God. 

Truth is unrealizable except in terms of Ahimsa, that 
is to say, except in terms of non-violence and love. 
Ahimsa is to be viewed not merely as a grand principle, 
but as the way of life. To complete Gandhi’s chain of 
reasoning we must recall the ancient Sanskrit saying: 
Satyameva Jayaté, i. e. TRUTH ALONE CON- 
QUERS! 


Satyagraha and Democracy 


Satyagraha does not aim to cure the rash without 
cleansing the whole system. If a purge be necessary, let 
there be a purge—a non-violent purge, to be sure. The 
Satyagrahist looks behind the flutter of phenomena. 

It is unbecoming to the dignity of man supinely 
to submit to injustice and wrong. In order to abolish 
existing injustice and wrong the Satyagrahist studies 
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the system or systems and patterns that make for wrong 
and injustice. He would try to mend or to end, “to 
alter or to abolish,” the system that is responsible for 
wrong-doing. In his zest to eliminate the wrong, the 
Satyagrahist is ever careful not to eliminate the wrong- 
doer. | 

The Satyagrahist gives the benefit of the doubt to his 
antagonist; always does he strive generously to under- 
stand the other’s point of view. He cooperates whenever 
cooperation involves no compromise with principle, 
with Truth. He works for conciliation and arbitration. 
His concern is not only to minimize conflict but also 
to minimize the occasions for conflict. 

Democracy is broadbased upon soul force; indeed, 
the democratic process is par excellence the manifesta- 
tion of soul force in action; because democracy, too, 
strives to minimize conflict and occasions for conflict. 


Self-Invited Suffering 

When goodwill and conciliation are unavailing, the 
Satyagrahist who foreswore violence and warfare has 
open to him only one course of action, namely, to in- 
vite upon his devoted head all the sufferings he can 
without malice, without ill-will. Sensitivity to suffering 
is the hallmark of humanity. Hence by inviting suf- 
fering upon ourselves we may light up the spark of the 
divine potential in the wrong-doer. 

The process of inviting suffering upon oneself takes 
two forms: (1) self-purification, internally; and (2) 
non-cooperation with the agency of wrong-doing, ex- 


ternally. 
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Self-Purification 


Self-purification is meant both for the individual and 
for society. The Satyagrahist must not hesitate to take 
upon himself and upon his society, upon his nation, part 
of the responsibility for existing wrongs. Acts of self- 
purification call for a reconditioning of the individual 
and a mending or an ending of internal patterns and 
systems and institutions that inflict injustice and wrong 
upon society as a whole or upon certain sections of 
society. To that end soldiers of non-violence cooperate 
one with another and with other members of society to 
rid themselves of internal social wrongs. 


Cooperation in Constructive Program 


This is one part of Satyagraha—the constructive pro- 
gram based upon self-purification and internal coop- 
eration. 


Non-Cooperation 


The other part of Satyagraha is non-cooperation with 
the agency or system that is responsible for the major 
wrong or injustice in society. 


The Case Study of India 


Concretely speaking, in India Satyagraha involved, 
on the one hand, the fivefold constructive program: 
(1) Hindu-Muslim unity, ` 
(2) Abolition of untouchability, 
; (3) Prohibition of narcotics and liquor, 


[ 206 ] 


SOUL FORCE—DESIGN FOR LIVING 


(4) The greater participation of women in the nation’s 
fight for freedom, 


(5) The encouragement of home industries, such as spin- 
ning, weaving and handicrafts of all sorts. 


On the other hand, it involved non-cooperation with 
the British Government and its institutions: 


(1) Renunciation of titles, 

(2) Non-participation in official functions, 

(3) Non-cooperation with government courts and 
schools, and the setting up of people's courts and 
national schools, 

(4) Non-violent violation of predetermined laws of the 
government and seeking arrest and imprisonment. 

(5) Peaceful picketting of government-licensed opium 
and liquor shops, 

(6) Non-cooperation with the civil and military 
istration of the country, 

(7) Non-payment of taxes. 


Who shall deny Mahatma Gandhi’s contention that 
soul force, in the all-inclusive sense, is a panacea for all 
the ills of mankind? Gandhi is convinced that non- 
violent resistance is capable not only of dislodging in- 
trenched autocracy and aggression but also of warding 
off new aggressions. The Occident, reared in the tra- 
dition of violence, believes that non-violence in the 
face of aggression is an invitation to death. The Occi- 
dent is welcome to that belief. Under the inspiring lead- 
ership of Gandhi, the Working Committee of the All- 
India National Congress, on the 2nd of May, 1942, 
passed the historic resolution on non-violent resistance 
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against aggression, thereby confirming India’s faith that 
non-violence is the surest method of promoting life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 


T'he Friends As Exemplars of Soul Force 


The Western world has not been without a witness 
to the philosophy of Soul Force. As a community the 
Friends or Quakers are perhaps the best exemplars of 
soul force, of Satyagraha in action. What are the traits 
of the Friends’ way of life? One, the Friends are an 
unostentatious, simple folk. Two, they are an indus- 
trious lot. Three, in ordinary affairs they are law-abid- 
ing and make no trouble for their neighbor. Four, they 
are an intensely religious folk, who believe in the minis- 
try of the spirit, who commune with God by commun- 
ing with their inner selves, by listening to “the still 
small voice from within.” Five, they have from the 
very beginning of their career as a group in Christen- 
dom refused to cooperate with the war system and have 
proved their sincerity by joyfully inviting martyrdom. 
Six, non-cooperation with the war system has ever been 
implemented by the Friends with the ministry of heal- 
ing and reconciliation, with works of service to the 
needy and the afflicted, involving risks as great as those 


of the battlefield. 
The Moral Equivalent of War 


Let there be no mistaking. ,Man lives not by bread 
alone. Comfort and luxury and security cannot be the 
be-all and the end-all of human existence. From time 
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to time man craves the exhilaration of the heroic vir- 
tues which war brings to the fore. For the majority of 
mankind the heroic virtues of disdain of personal com- 
forts, constant alertness, readiness to lose one’s life for a 
cause transcending one’s self, are forged on the anvil of 
the battlefield. The Satyagrahist, however, can forge 
these same heroic virtues for himself on the anvil of a 
moral equivalent of war, on the anvil of Satyagraha, the 
technique of non-violent non-cooperation as a substi- 
tute for violent warfare. Self-imposed poverty and a 
voluntary renunciation of wants are, in the estimation 
of William James, conducive to heroic virtues not one 
whit inferior to the martial virtues. Mahatma Gandhi 
has demonstrated the validity of James’s thesis. 


The “Human Nature” of the Soldier and the Civilian 


This, you may protest, is a program for saints, not for 
mere mortals—it is against human nature! To which 
my response is: Do you think of human nature within 
the Darwinian frame of reference or within the Gan- 
dhian frame of reference? 

The civilian who goes into the armed forces does not 
overnight blossom forth into a heroic figure. He goes 
through rigid discipline and, what is more, he is taught 
to rely more on his inward spirit and less on the trap- 
pings of civilizaton. After an eight hours’ march, I 
suspect, a soldier is ready to flop down and sleep more 
soundly on an army cot than is the flabby civilian in a 
soft, cozy bed. } 
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The civilian, too, can experience the exhilaration of 
the heroic life—but not on a forty-hour week, not on 
a business-as-usual basis, not on hoarding, not on 
profiteering, not on racketeering, not on peaceful slum- 
ber. The civilian’s experience of the heroic life is depen- 
dent upon his ability to reorganize his mode of living, 
to reduce his wants, to discipline himself, to be on the 
alert for'every opportunity for constructive work that 
would promote goodwill and fellowship and reconcilia- 
tion and reduce or abolish injustice, oppression and 
tyranny. 


The Satyagrahist in War Time 


The Satyagrahist has a special obligation resting upon 
his shoulders when his nation is at war. Chivalry is an 
essential ingredient of soul force; it would not permit 
the Satyagrahist to embarrass the nation’s war effort. 
The Satyagrahist—call him a pacifist if you like—needs 
to be very humble and penitent. 

Finding some of the best men, some of the choicest 
spirits, of his generation arrayed against him, the de- 
votee of soul force cannot afford to go on the asump- 
tion that the whole world is out of step but himself. 
Even so, inasmuch as his conscience forbids him to par- 
ticipate in war, he must humbly but steadfastly choose 
to remain a minority of one should the need ever arise. 
Refusing to kill others, the Satyagrahist or the follower 
of soul force must be willing to brave risks as grave as 
those of the battlefield. Let him be preoccupied in war- 


[210] 


SOUL FORCE—DESIGN FOR LIVING 


time with errands of mercy, with the work of minister- 
ing to the needy and the afflicted and the aggrieved, 
with the ministry of reconciliation, with projects for 
a better world. Abiding by the dictates of his own 
conscience, he respects the conscience of those who 
believe in the unwelcome but necessary surgery of war. 


Such, in the barest outline, is the design for living 
within the frame of reference of soul force. 


Within this frame of reference we may now discuss 
what Lin Yutang has called the three paradoxes of this 
war: the paradox of the war itself, the paradox of 
Russia, the paradox of Asia. 


17 


THis War OF PARADOXES 


President Roosevelt wants a new name for this war. 
He is not satisfied with the term World War II. Right. 
The designation World War II is invalid because the 
term World War I itself is a misnomer. What passes 
for World War I was in reality a civil war among 
Europeans who dragged the rest of us, Asians and 
Americans and Africans, into the holocaust of 1914- 
18. This war, too, started out strictly as a civil war 
among Europeans who managed to persuade the rest 
of the world to take sides in their internal squabbles 
which seem to be interminable. Now mankind is en- 
gaged in a worldwide war, in a global war. 

I should call this war a war of paradoxes. The last 
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war had only one major paradox—tsarist Russia fight- 
ing on the side of “democracy.” This war is brimful of 
paradoxes, major as well as minor. 

To begin with, England and France declared war on 
Germany on the 3rd of September, 1939, for the specific 
purpose of safeguarding the territorial integrity and 
independence of Poland. Toward the end of September, 
1939, half of Poland was occupied by the Red Army of 
Soviet Russia, which thereby encroached upon the terri- 
torial integrity and independence of Poland; but the 
Anglo-French Powers chose to ignore the fact. When 
on the 30th of November, 1939, the U. S. S. R. invaded 
Finland, we were called upon to sympathize with and 
help the brave, little democracy of Finland. In June, 
1941, Finland decided to regain the territories lost to 
the U. S. S. R. by the treaty of March 12, 1940, and 
made common cause with Germany in her fight against 
the Soviet Union. Immediately the “democracy” of 
Finland ceased to be an object of admiration and sup- 
port. Then, again, Egypt is not in the war and yet her 
territory is being used by the British as a springboard 
for action against the Axis in Libya; and Egyptian ter- 
ritory has been bombed by the Axis without provoking 
a declaration of war by Egypt. One could cite half a 
dozen other paradoxes of this sort, which I call the 
minor paradoxes of this war. 

Over and above these minor paradoxes, this war has 
brought to the fore at least three major paradoxes: (1) 
the paradox of the war itself, (2) the paradox of Rus- 
sia, and (3) the paradox of Asia. 
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The Paradox of This War 


Is this a civilians’ war or a soldiers’ war? Is it war 
when two million soldiers are taken prisoner, about a 
hundred thousand soldiers killed, and ten million civil- 
ians are uprooted from their homes? Is it war when 
more hospitals are bombed than military encampments 
on either side of the Channel? Is it war when the cas- 
ualty list of civilians exceeds the casualty list of the 
soldiers? Is it war when a nation’s army and civilian 
population destroy the national wealth in pursuance of 
the “scorched earth” policy? If I remember aright my 
history lessons, it used to be said that the invading 
armies laid waste the land, destroyed towns and villages, 
and robbed civilians of the amenities of civilized life! 
In this war, as attested in Russia and in the East Indies, 
we do not wait for the enemy to inflict the ravages of 
war upon the civil population—the defending armies 
themselves do the job. Is this perchance the great civil 
war of mutual slaughter and indiscriminate destruction? 

Overlooking for the moment the queer behavior of 
this war, we have a right to ask the question: What pre- 
cisely is the war being fought for? In order to be “spir- 
itually comfortable,” as Dr. Lin Yutang has put it, we 
must know the precise purpose of this war. Is it merely 
a struggle for existence and survival, or is it a dynamic 
revolution for spiritual ideals? 

Asians are justified in posing these questions. Archi- 
bald MacLeish, Congressional Librarian and Head of the 
OFF (Office of Facts and Figures) is reported to have 
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said, “We are fighting for the spirit of ’76.” A bit un- 
tactful but very welcome, this statement that the spirit 
of 76 shall be regained. And yet, when the Hindese (i.e., 
Indians) glorify the spirit of ’76 and reaffirm with Pat- 
rick Henry, “Give me liberty or give me death,” they 
are looked upon as an ungrateful and ill-mannered lot! 

What precisely is the Atlantic Charter? Does it 
apply to the Pacific as well? Is this war being fought 
to make white men safe from the tyranny of white men? 
What’s the answer, Mr. Churchill? What do you say, 
Mr. President? 

One of his statements on this subject stamps Dr. Lin 
Yutang as a genius: 

Hitler says he is fighting to destroy the British Empire and 
the Japanese say they are fighting for Asia for the Asians. 
Both these eminently worthy objectives, destruction of the 
British Empire and Asia for the Asians, will be realized at 
the end of this war; but neither Hitler nor Japan will be 
there to reap the benefits. 

—Quoted from memory from Dr. Lin Yurane’s Ad- 
dress on the occasion of the India-China Friendship Day, 
celebrated at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, under 
the auspices of the East and West Association, March 14, 
1942. 

As for me, the gravest paradox inherent in this war is 
posed by the question: Is this war a war? For once it 
would seem the Axis spokesmen are right. This is a 
revolution on a world scale, not a war in the old accep- 
ted sense—a revolution necessitating a transvaluation 
of values, a revolution against the old established order, 
a revolution for a new kind of order. 
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Looking at the universe from the perspective of soul 
force, I have found that science and religion are con- 
verging, both pointing to the same moral. Whether it be 
in regard to the undesirability of “strong nations” 
striving for “the greatest glory in the largest empire” 
(St. Augustine), or whether it be in regard to the de- 
sirability of “beating swords into ploughshares” (Isaiah 
& Micah), science today in the twentieth century says 
a hearty Amen to religion. 


Thanks to the impersonal logic of technology, thanks 
to the tactic of Blitzkrieg, thanks to the exigencies of 
total war, I maintain, this war has ceased to be a war 
and has become transformed into a technique of sou! 
force. Unbelievable, you exclaim! Well, let us examine 
the situation objectively. 


The total war of today, more than anything else, has 
effectively shown up the hollowness of the logic of brute 
force. In days gone by, warlords used to be shielded 
from danger by their “soldiers.” Today, under condi- 
tions of total warfare, warlords and soldiers alike are 
shielded from danger by the long technological arm of 
the civilian population, by the rapid strides in technical 
and scientific achievements. The brunt of total war has 
to be borne, and is being borne, by civilians whose cas- 
ualty lists are mounting more rapidly than those of the 
“combatants.” Thanks to the dynamics of technology, 
thanks to the strategy of total warfare, the institution 
of war, which is par excellence the vehicle of brute 
force, is today being rapidly transformed into civilian 
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resistance, into “civil resistance.” From civil resistance 
to non-violent resistance, to soul force, is but a short 
step. 

Let us pursue this thought further in terms of con- 
crete situations. The British blockade of the European 
continent and the German counter-blockade of the 
British Isles are weapons of totalitarian warfare. In both 
cases the civilians suffer the most. In total war the 
British soldier and the German soldier fare better than 
the British civilian and the German civilian. Civilian 
casualties on both sides in wounded, killed and under- 
nourished, since the siege of Britain began, are larger 
than military casualties. Churches and hospitals in Ger- 
many as in England have been more frequent targets 
than military encampments on either side. 

The burden of modern war, whether of the Blitz 
variety or of the trench variety, is literally borne by 
the whole nation—by men, women and children, whose 
morale and productive efficiency determine the final 
outcome. Modern warfare has made the civilian a great- 
er hero than the soldier. The dock-worker as well as 
the toiler in the munitions factory must do his duty to 
feed the war machine. Bombs may rain from the skies, 
but the civilian worker must continue to do his duty on 
the docks of Liverpool as of Hamburg, in the factories 
of Manchester as of Cologne, without any opportunity 
to take even a pot-shot at the messengers of death over- 
head. 

Destroyers, tanks and bombers, even when manned 
by the most skilled and courageous “combatants,” are 
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useless unless they are backed up by civilian morale and 
productive efficiency. The institution of war, which is 
an expression of brute force, has arrived at a stage 
where it has to be operated by civilian “soldiers” who 
are enlisted in the fight to do and die without the op- 
portunity to kill any of the opponents. 

Here is where the Gandhi technique comes in. Instead 
of being forced by the impersonal form of modern war- 
fare to “do and die without the opportunity to kill,” 
would it not be wiser, more dynamic, more effective, 
for civilians to declare themselves “non-violent soldiers” 
of soul force, of Ahimsa, of non-violence and love, of 
Satyagraha, i. e., of Truth Force, ready to achieve their 
objectives by the method of self-invited suffering? 

Supposing for a moment that either Germany suc- 
ceeds in imposing her will upon Britain or Britain upon 
Germany by the present methods of total war, the ques- 
tion is: Would the total population of either country 
suffer more or less—physically, mentally and, spiritu- 
ally—by resisting the impending calamity, or the actual 
calamity once it has fallen, by the method of soul force? 
To judge from the evidence at hand, the British and 
German civilians would suffer less by resorting to non- 
violent, civil resistance against the foreign aggressor or 
overlord. 

In one respect, the change would be merely nominal: 
The Niemoellers would be bearing their witness against 
the tyranny of a foreign overlord rather than against 
the tyranny of domestic overlordship, much as 
Gandhi and his compatriots are bearing their witness 
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against a foreign dictatorship in India. In another re- 
spect, the change would be profoundly revolutionary: 
Civilians would not be compelled to “do and die with- 
out the opportunity to kill’; they would, as Satyagra- 
ists, elect not to kill, not to destroy, even if in the 
process of civil resistance—precisely as under condi- 
tions of totalitarian warfare—they should have to sacri- 
fice their all, their property, their lives, the lives of their 
loved ones. In other words, what they are compelled to 
suffer under the exigencies of total warfare, the civil 
resisters would invite upon themselves voluntarily as part 
of the discipline of non-violence. The total loss of life 
and destruetion of property in non-violent warfare is 
apt to be much less than in violent warfare as it is being 
carried on today. And the gain on the spiritual plane 
no man can estimate. 

The dynamics of technology has outstripped the 
mould of the institutional pattern of war. Wars are no 
longer affairs among soldiers; they are today primarily 
the concern of civilians—civilians who are obliged to 
“do and die without the opportunity to kill.” 


Whether we like it or not, war of the brute force 
variety is on the way out. We are compelled by the ex- 
igencies of the situation to adopt Satyagraha, the moral 
equivalent of war, as our instrument of “warfare” in 
the future. 


Since the above passages dealing with the transforma- 
tion of war into civil resistance were written, I have 
discovered to my great delight a confirmation of my 
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views in Why War? by C. E. M. Joad, published in 
England in 1939 as a Penguin Special. 

On pages 146-149, Professor Joad sets forth his own 
and Bertrand Russell’s views on “A Hostile Invasion 
of a Non-Resisting England.” Both of them arrive at 
the conclusion that an England, dedicated to non-vio- 
lent resistance against aggression, armed with “fortitude 
and discipline,” could more easily and with less amount 
of suffering, “prove to any invading army that the task 
of subjecting England to alien domination was an im- 
possible one.” 

And here is Mr. Joad’s testament of faith: 

My case is that war is not something that is inevitable, 
but is the result of certain man-made circumstances; that 
man, who made the circumstances in which wars flourish, 
can abolish them as he abolished the circumstances in which 
plagues flourished (p. 247). 

The circumstances in which wars flourish may be 
briefly summarized: Unbridled sovereignty of States, 
Power Politics, the empire system, denial of freedom 
to certain nations, racial inequality, absence of even- 
handed justice to all alike, non-existence of machinery 
for peaceful change. 

Accept as a base even-handed justice among all na- 
tions and erect on that base the edifice of a machinery 
for peaceful change—and you abolish war from human 
society. I don’t know what is involved in winning the 
war, but this I do know, that we shall not win the peace 
unless we succeed in abolishing the circumstances in 


which war flourishes. 
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Finally, here is a thought for the day. General Sir 
Archibald P. Wavell is reported to have said to his 
troops: “Have you ever thought what a world we could 
make if we put into peace endeavors the energy, self- 
sacrifice and cooperation we use in the wastefulness of 
war?” (Quoted in Lire Macazine, New York, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1941.) 

There’s something for us all to chew on! 

Even so, now that Britain and the United States are 
locked in mortal combat with the Axis Powers, it is 
not possible overnight to change from violent to non- 
violent resistance. Non-violent resistance requires ex- 
emplary discipline, a changed outlook and a period of 
inner preparation for the individual and for the nation. 
In my judgment war is not the quintessence of all evils; 
the quintessence of all evils lies in cowardice which 
would tamely submit to injustice and wrong. Let those 
who believe in meeting force with force go forward 
heroically in their task. As for me, I agree with Sir 
Norman Angell when he says: “If any temporary de- 
vice will, at some moment of crisis, prevent or stop the 
blood-letting, I wouldn’t, as I say, be doctrinaire about 
it.” Once the blood-letting stops, it shall become the 
obligation of all men of goodwill to “put into peace 
endeavors the energy, self-sacrifice and cooperation we 
use in the wastefulness of war,” to quote General 
Wavell’s words. 

The Paradox.of Russia 

Half Oriental, half Occidental, Russia has been the 

promise and the despair of our age. Child of the Euro- 
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pean War of 1914—18, Soviet Russia came on the 
world scene as the first one-party government, as the 
first totalitarian country with its revolutionary concept 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Promising peace 
and bread to all, Lenin and his coworkers of the Com- 
munist Party rode to power on the slogan of “factories 
to the workers, land to the peasants, all power to the 
Soviets.” Such a program was anathema to capitalism, 
and the victorious Allies of tsarist Russia assaulted the 
new-born Soviet Union directly by expeditions and in- 
directly by organizing the resistance of Kolchak, Den- 
ikin, et al. 

Soviet Russia survived the onslaught of civil war as 
well as of foreign aggressions, but became an “untouch- 
able” among nations. There was another nation that 
too was condemned to be an “untouchable”—the Sec- 
ond Reich of the Weimar Republic. What was more 
logical than that these two “untouchable” nations 
should get together? Well, that is exactly what they 
did by the Treaty of Rapallo (April 16, 1922). 

The industrialization program of Soviet Russia, em- 
bodied in its five-year plans (1927—1932, 1933—1937, 
1937— — ) pleased neither Germany nor the rest of 
the world. Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany— 
renamed the Third Reich—with the avowed promise of 
liquidating the Jews, gaining concessions from or bat- 
tling with the “pluto-democracies” and ridding the 
world of “the menace of Bolshevism.” The Soviet Union 
now became the only “untouchable” among the Great 
Powers. Its revolutionary program pleased none of 
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them and its industrialization program was looked at 
askance by them. Its atheistic outlook was capitalized 
by those who dreaded a change in the status quo. Dis- 
trusting everybody, the Soviet Union under Stalin’s 
leadership went ahead with the task of making the Red 
Army as invulnerable as it could. 

The growing strength of the Third Reich began to 
frighten ‘the “pluto-democracies” of England and 
France. Whereupon they invited the Soviet Union into 
the League of Nations and made its representative a 
member of the League Council (September 18, 1934). 

The League of Nations continued to function as it 
had always done from its inception, as an instrument 
for the preservation of the status quo. And the Soviet 
Union, foreseeing no good in a resurgent Germany under 
Hitler, was loudest in its demand for collective security 
under the auspices of the League. 

Japan, an advocate of a change in the status quo, had 
already served notice on the League of her withdrawal 
on March 27, 1933, to be effective two years later. The 
Third Reich, likewise an advocate of a change in the 
status quo, had also served notice of withdrawal from 
the League on October 21, 1933, to be effective two 
years later. 

Step by step, bit by bit, Germany scrapped the 
Treaty of Versailles. And when the Czecho-Slovak 
crisis came to a boiling point in 1938, England and 
France appeased Germany by the Munich Accord of 
September 28, 1938, without consulting the Soviet 
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Union which had advocated collective security by force 
of arms if necessary. 

Throughout the period of her collaboration with 
Western and Central Europe through the League, Soviet 
Russia’s pleas for universal disarmament fell on deaf 
ears. And when the test for collective security came, 
the Soviet Government was shunted aside. 

It was against this background that—after the liqui- 
dation of Czecho-Slovakia by Germany—England and 
France, in the middle of the year 1939, tried to arrange 
a mutual aid pact with Russia in order to forge a ring 
around Germany. The Soviet Government, promised a 
freer hand in Poland and the Baltic States by Germany, 
concluded a Non-Aggression Pact with the German 
Government on August 24, 1939. 

Distrusting everybody, the Soviet leaders must have 
muttered to themselves: “A plague on both their 
houses!” Giving Germany a free hand in the West, 
they hoped the strength of the Anglo-French Powers 
and of Germany would be exhausted in mutual slaugh- 
ter in the West. But when Germany’s legions scored 
lightning victories in the West, culminating in Dun- 
kerque and the prostration of France (June 1940), the 
Soviet leaders bestirred themselves to mend their own 
fences. The incorporation of the three Baltic States of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and the occupation of 
Rumanian Bessarabia and Bukovina were undertaken 
by the Soviet Union in July 1940 as strategic moves 
against possible German aggression. 

The German aggression against the Soviet Union did 
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take place on the 22nd of June, 1941. Whether the 
Russians, egged on by Sir Stafford Cripps, British Am- 
bassador to the Soviet Union, were preparing to strike 
an unexpected blow at Germany from the East; or 
whether the Germans were anxious to forestall such a 
blow, or whether the Germans attacked the Soviet 
Union prompted by lust for conquest and territory or 
motivated by the desire for security—these are matters 
for historians to reveal at a later date. 


Suffice it to note that the Russian front prevented 
an all-out German onslaught against Britain. 


While the German legions were penetrating deep into 
European Russia, Japan went on a rampage with its 
treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor (December 7, 
1941). Soon the Pacific became volcanic, ablaze with 
activity. The major portion of mankind now became 
embroiled in the Armageddon of 1939— 

Up to the end of March, 1942, the Pacific theater of 
war has had to tell a story of uninterrupted Japanese 
successes. During the same four months of the Winter 
of 1941—42, the Russian front has told us the story of 
uninterrupted Russian successes. 


Doubtless, Russian losses in men and materials have 
been heavy, very heavy. If tomorrow the United Na- 
tions achieve a victory over the Axis Powers, it would 
be to no small extent due to Russia’s heroic resistance 
and magnificent power. That being the case, Russia’s 
voice at the Peace Conference would be a major one. 
And who shall say Nay to her? 


[ 224 ] 


SOUL FORCE—DESIGN FOR LIVING 


The crucial question is: What are Soviet Russia’s in- 
tentions regarding the post-war world in case of vic- 
tory? Would the Russian leaders insist upon a soviet- 
izing of all Europe—and parts of Asia, in the bargain? 
In which case, the Germans would not lose very much— 
having been used to living under one form of totalita- 
rianism, they would experience no great discomfort in 
living under another; in fact, they may in the process 
gain by discarding their race shibboleths! The question 
is whether a sovietization of Europe would spell gain 
for the democratic ideal and way of life. Would the 
Soviet Government be content to live as a U. S. S. R. 
Region, coordinate with the European Region and the 
Asian Region? Perhaps we need a Volga Charter to 
clarify some of these points. 

Freda Utley, the eminent Englishwoman who had 
married a Russian citizen and lived in Soviet Russia for 
several years, is fearful of the sovietization of Europe. 
In terms of past experience, Soviet leaders, it seems, are 
not likely to brook a re-establishment of the British 
Empire. What is then Britain’s stake in this war? The 
“pluto” part of Britain’s pluto-democracy is done with, 
whoever wins. It is to be hoped Britain’s democracy 
will be saved at the end of this war. But then we shall 
have to resolve the paradox of Russia. 


The Paradox of Asia 


The “pluto” part of Britain’s pluto-democracy 1s at 
this writing considerably attenuated by Japan’s march- 
ing legions in Asia. 
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Asia is more than a continent. Asia is a state of mind. 
Dynasties rise and fall, invading hordes come and are 
submerged, but Asia remains. Peaceful, meditative 
Asia is not bewitched by the nine days’ wonder that is 
Western civilization. A Son of Asia, yes, Jesus of Naza- 
reth, gave the West the religion it professes. Alas! 
there’s many a slip between profession and practice! 

Asia is a huge reservoir of manpower. Over a billion 
human beings people that magnificent continent. 
Europe is a mere tail to Asia. Up till now the tail has 
been doing all the wagging. Now the main body is be- 
stirring itself, calmly, quizzically. 

Asia has many facets. It has Japan, a wayward child 
of the East entranced by the Westerner’s game of Power 
Politics. It has India which is never in a hurry, which 
broods silently, which deals in weapons of the spirit. 
It has China, wise, unhurried, balanced, pragmatic to 
the core. It has Islam—with its hundred million 
“believers”—heroic, hospitable, monolithic. 

Alexander the Greek defeated King Porus of the Pun- 
jab in 322 B. C. Brought before him, Porus was asked 
by Alexander how he wanted to be treated. Quick as 
a flash came the reply: “As one soldier to another.” 
Then there is the story of Alexander the Conqueror 
wishing to see a half-naked holy man residing in the 
neighborhood, whose fame had spread far and wide. His 
messengers returned to Alexander—without the holy 
man, who merely sent the message: “Alexander may be 
a conqueror on this earth plane. I have nothing to fear 
or gain from him. If he wishes to see me, let him come 
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here.” P. S. Oh yes, Alexander did go to the holy man’s 
humble abode. 

The scene shifts—from 322 B. C. to 1931 A. D. The 
Mahatma in his loincloth visits His Majesty the King 
Emperor George V in full regalia. “Es ist kolossal!” 
said a Hungarian fellow passenger to me on a train in 
Europe. The Mahatma always tells the unvarnished 
truth. Questioned by press reporters, the Mahatma said 
he found the King’s tea reception a boring affair. Asked 
whether His Majesty had given him any encouragement 
regarding his mission to England (in connection with 
the Second Round Table Conference), the Mahatma 
looked up reverently and said, “Encouragement is given 
not by kings but by God.” 


Such is the spirit of Asia! 


Bemused, Asia asks a few pertinent questions. Per- 
haps the Occident may consider some of these ques- 
tions impertinent. That is immaterial. Asia’s questions 
are: 


(1) What is this talk about teaching a lesson to “the 
yellow devils’? Are not the four hundred million yel- 
low-skinned people of China fighting the battle on the 
side of the United Nations? 

(2) What is this talk about “the restoration of sov- 
ereign rights and self-government to those who have 
been forcibly deprived of them”? Is it not known that 
practically all of Asia, excluding Japan and Turkey, 
has been forcibly deprived of “sovereign rights and self- 
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government” by empire nations? Does the Atlantic 
Charter apply in the Pacific as well? 

(3) What is this talk about “Union Now” between 
Britain with its self-governing dominions and the 
United States of America? Are you perchance thinking 
of Anglo-American policing of the world? For all you 
know, we of Asia may not mind your doing the police- 
man’s job in the world; but would it not be better for 
you at least to consult us? 


(4) Are you working for unlimited sovereignty for 
some chosen nations and limited sovereignty for others? 
Or are you working for limited sovereignty for all na- 
tions? 

(5) Can you bring yourself to believe that “God 
hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth”? Is the question of race 
equality a little too delicate and tactless, at this stage? 

(6) Can violence cure the ills of humanity? 

(7) Is India a member of the United Nations, or is 
it “British” India? Could the signature of an appointee 
of “British” India be held binding upon the people of 
India? Will the National Government of India have the 
right to affix its signature voluntarily on the document 
of the United Nations Pact? Must India have the free- 
dom to fight aggression in her own way, with weapons 
of her choice, or must she toe the mark laid down by 
Britain and America? 

(8) Do we have to hate any individual or nation or 
group of nations in order to overcome the sinister sys- 
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tem operated by that individual or nation or group of 
nations? 

(9) Are you willing to subscribe to the doctrine of 
Asia for the Asians—not for the Briton, not for the 
Frenchman, not for the Dutchman, not for the Ameri- 
can, certainly not for the Japanese either? 

(10) Are you ready for an even-handed justice to 
all nations, victor and vanquished, predicated upon a 
breakup of the empire system? Are you, are we all, 
ready for an international new deal based upon peace 
on earth and goodwill among men? 


18 
THE PATTERN FOR THE Morrow 


On the 6th of March, 1942, I was privileged to par- 
ticipate in the Round Table on “Essentials of Victory 
in the Far East—Asia in the United Nations,” organized 
by the FREE Wor_p magazine of New York, under 
the chairmanship of Professor Nathaniel Peffer. The 
stenographic report of the Round Table appears in 
FreE Worzp, April 1942, pp. 229-248. Herewith 
I reproduce pertinent extracts from the statements of 
some of the participants, dealing with Asian attitudes, 
immediate political problems confronting the United 
Nations in Asia, problems of post-war organization, 
the nature of the United Nations of the World. 


Asian Attitudes 


NATHANIEL PEFFER— ... Shall we start just at random? Dr. 
Muzumdar, just by way of starting, will you tell us what you 
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think? How do you feel that the East can more effectively par- 
ticipate? 

Harmas T. MuzuMpar—I should say, to begin with, that if 
the peoples of the Orient were made to feel that they have a 
stake in this war, in terms of their own freedom and their self- 
determination, the energies and the productive capacity of those 
peoples could easily be harnessed in defense of their own freedom. 
So long as the peoples of the Orient feel—rightly or wrongly— 
that they are called upon to fight for the freedom of peoples in 
Europe and elsewhere and not for their own freedom, the potential 
fighting capacity and productive capacity are going to be very 
materially hampered... . 

S. M. AHMED— . . . Where is India going to get its machine 
tools today? ... 

TARAKNATH Das—We could get it from America, and Lord 
Beaverbrook stopped it. Not only did he stop it from here, but, 
as Mr. Moore, the editor of THE STATESMAN, pointed out, the 
English have stopped sending machinery. 


PEFFER—The question is this: If the British should not stop, 
if they should grant India self-rule and should give it free rein 
to produce everything it can as an ally, could India, under those 
circumstances, produce enough to play an effective part in the 
war? 


Das—It can—provided that a separate peace is not made (by 
any of the United Nations). 


KRISHNALAL SHRIDHARANI—The hope of the coming peace 
would largely lie in the fact that Asiatic nations themselves will 
be able this time to add their strength in maintaining a just peace 
and a just order. It is quite likely that India and China will take 
the leadership in Asia to supplement the Anglo-American leader- 
ship in the West. 

India should be granted Dominion status immediately with the 
open understanding that within two years after the end of the 
war there will be a constituent assembly of Indian representatives 
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who will decide what final political status India should have in the 
new world order. 

Lin Yutanc—The greatest danger to the democratic world or- 
ganization comes not from Asia but from the Western Democracies, 
from whose undemocratic conduct Asiatic people must infer that 
they are not sincere in believing in (1) racial equality or (2) 
liberty. .. 

Once you forsake your principle of justice, the United States 
will have as much right to subject Brzzil as England to subject 
India. 

It takes some courage to face the issue of Asiatic demand for 
freedom. So far we are fighting a purely animal war; we might 
raise it to a more intelligent level. A battle for freedom, for ex- 
ample. But then—India—Burma—it is very embarrassing! Isnt it? 

India should be admitted as a free, independent, full partner in 
the war against the Axis powers. Realistically, this is the only 
way she can fight. 

MuzuMpar—These are excellent contributions. . . . 


Possible Post-War Alternatives 


YoncyEuNG KrmM—After gaining our independence we are will- 
ing to co-operate with the other peoples. 

PEFFER—What do you mean by “cooperate”? It is a loose word. 
What do you want your relationship with China to be, for example? 

KıM—On equal terms—in the world’s affairs, in matters of 
common interest to all mankind. 

PEFFER—Let me put it the other way around: Dr. Hsia, what do 
you want it to be? How do you visualize the new form? 

C. L. Hsta—Mr. Roosevelt called it the four freedoms, or some- 
thing along that line. As to the details, I think that each one has 
his own view on the subject. The prime condition, however, is 
that each group of people should be masters of their own destiny— 
but not at the expense of anybody else. What we can organize 
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after that depends on the rapidity with which we can make prog- 
ress. I mean we can’t be quite certain of the possibilities of the 
human race... . 

PEFFER—Let us get the views of some of the other Asiatic 
peoples now: I am going to ask you, however, please to define your 
nouns. We have heard about “union,” “co-operation,” and such 
things. I should now like it if we were to constitute ourselves a 
kind of seminar, and if we were to be compelled to define what 
those nouns mean in operation, as between people and people, 
country and country. Dr. Muzumdar, will you speak for another 
Asiatic nation? 

MuzuMpar—TI have one special proposition to make, defining 
terms. Then, I have three alternatives about the future world 
organization, in terms of Asia. Each one is a statement in itself. 
I should like to be permitted, however, Mr. Chairman, to make 
just one statement about the discussion that took place a while ago. 

To what extent is democracy justified in using the methods of 
totalitarian governments, such as those of the Fifth Column? I 
think that we ought to ask ourselves that question, I have no 
answer, but I wish to raise the question. Believing in non-violence, 
I have a question in my own mind as to whether the democratic 
cause is furthered by the adoption of totalitarian methods. 

Having said that, I come to this problem— 

PEFFER—It is a good question. Go ahead. 


MuzuMpar—lI believe that the day of sovereign independent 
nations is over. The impersonal logic of technology is going to make 
it impossible for any nation, great or small, to remain independent 
and sovereign. 

This is what I mean by “sovereignty”: A nation is sovereign, 
in the old accepted sense, in so far as that nation has the right 
to maintain armaments and to make war and peace at will. Those 
are the two attributes of sovereignty, as we have known them up 
to date. In the world of tomorrow, it seems to me, no nation—how- 
ever great in material resources, man power or industrial equip- 
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ment—could possibly be permitted to have the right to make 
war and peace at will or to maintain armaments. If any nation 
were going to do that, it would mean that policing of the world 
would be necessary by that nation, or by that group of nations, 
which are permitted to have the right to maintain armaments and 
to make war and peace. 


If that alternative is accepted, then I would say that Anglo- 
American policing of the world is one of the ways in which we 
can maintain peace in the world. I rule that out because it in- 
volves domination. 


Then there is the possibility involved in the grouping of the 
United Nations—the twenty-six nations which have signed this 
pledge to prosecute the war against the Axis, and not to make a 
separate peace. This particular war instrument can become a peace 
instrument for the organization of the world of tomorrow. 

During the war, we are going to develop mechanisms for co- 
operation among these twenty-six nations—that is, elimination of 
conflict among the twenty-six nations. That particular mechanism 
could be utilized for instituting the United Nations of the World 
of tomorrow: It is a very important thing and a most helpful thing 
because, for the first time, we have the nations of Asia accepted 
in a projected world organization on a par with the nations of 
Europe and America. 

PEFFER—That is important. 

MuzuMpar—Yes, very important. For the first time, China is 
an independent nation. And India—well, not independent, but a 
signatory to the pact of the twenty-six nations. President Roose- 
velt, in his birthday speech, spoke about the “twenty-six independ- 
ent nations.” He has already given India independence, then, Sir 
Norman; we don’t have to worry about it. 

I think that the organization of the United Nations, which 
represents a war pact, can very well serve as a basis for a peace 
organization for the whole world. Just as the thirteen colonies, 
after the American Revolution, got together into a federation, so 
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could these twenty-six nations get together into a federation. I, 
for one, should like to see that thing eventuate. 

There is a third alternative. If Japan is successful in driving out 
the white man from Asia, and if, for one reason or another, the 
rest of Asia should decide to live on terms of neighborliness with 
Japan, including the people of China, then a Pan-Asian bloc is 
one of the possibilities. In the future organization of the world, 
though, no one nation shall have the right to make war and peace 
at will or to maintain armaments. 

PEFFER—All right, you have given a good, concrete statement. 
Now we have something to work on. . - . Would you like to break 
your rule of silence , Sir Norman? 


Sm NorMAN ANGELL—I am mainly concerned with getting 
some sort of peace. In the first stages, I don’t want to be doctrinaire 
about it at all. If any temporary device will, at some moment of 
crisis, prevent or stop the blood-letting, I wouldn't, as I say, be 
doctrinaire about it. 

I think that the previous speaker gave an outline which comes 
nearest to my own thought—namely, that out of the war coopera- 
tion of the twenty-six nations, and out of the prolongation of the 
institutions there created, we shall get the beginning of a real world 
system. 

PEFFER—Because you have a nucleus? 

Sm NorMAN—Yes.-.. 

MousHene H. Lin-—Recently, I read an article in Asia MAGA- 
ZINE by Lin Yutang—for China to have “Union Now” with India. 
We do not want any American “Union Now’”’ with Britain, nor do 
we want Chinese “Union Now™ with India. What we want is a real 
world government, a United Nations. 

I have only one point of difference with Dr. Muzumdar. Is it 
a feasible plan to have a real federation which shall have jurisdic- 
tion over all individual citizens all over the world? By the word 
“federation,” you mean a union that will exercise direct jurisdic- 
tion over individuals. I think that the best we can hope to have 
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is a league or confederation which shall have jurisdiction over 
member States—for the time being any way. For instance, if all 
individuals in the world have the same voice in the union, in a 
federation, then the overwhelming votes of the Asiatic countries 
would perhaps be resented by the white men. What I see is a revita- 
lized League of Nations, whether a federation— 

PeFrFER—Operating on the same kind of limited liability a» the 
League? 

Lin—Yes. 

Mrs. JoHN GUNTHER—Without collective security? 

Lin—With collective security .. - 


Tests of Democracy, National and Worldwide 


Louis Dottvet— . .. There is one important thing at whicu I 
am a little bit surprised, and I should like to have you gentlemen 
reply to it. I have heard very little about the democratic form of 
government. After all, if we are discussing the problem of inde- 
pendence, we are discussing it from the viewpoint of a democratic 
tendency; and as a fundamental guarantee we want the existence 
of a democratic regime within every member state of the future 
society of nations. For example, if there should be an independent 
India with a dictatorship, we should certainly not fight for it. We 
would fight it, instead of fighting for it. 

ANUP SiIncH—I think that it would be— 

PEFFER—Let him finish. He has put 2 very deep issue to us now: 

Dotivet—The second thing is this: How will we recognize a 
regime as a democratic regime, and what will be the competence 
of international society to judge it? . 

After all, we are fighting not only be peace; we are fighting 
for democracy. We can have peace with the Axis Powers today, 
if we submit ourselves to them—peace and slavery—a conqueror’s 
peace. Here, again, we differ from the Axis nations in our concept 
of what we want. 
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Perrer—I think we have come to a rather concrete ques- 
tion... 

MuzuMpar—I don't see how we can force any nation, big or 
small, to have the kind of government that we think it ought to 
have. I think that we could keep it on a waiting list, as far 
as getting into the federation is concerned. It would be on the 
outside until it could cooperate. But you can't dictate to them 
that they shall not have a dictatorship, because, if you do, you 
are just as far from democracy as they are... . 

SINGH—Can we lay down any tests which will find out what 
that regime does represent, the minimum requirements which will 
meet the democratic ideal? ... 

MuzuMpar—The test of democracy should not be in terms of 
whether a nation has a Congress or a Parliament, or this or that. 
There is one fundamental test: that is what we call in America the 
Bill of Rights. Do the citizens of the country enjoy the Bill of 
Rights? That is one test. 

The second test is this: Does that country own any territory 
beyond its own borders? If so, even if it has a Parliament, it is 
to me a totalitarian government. That means that England today is 
totalitarian, according to that definition. Germany is totalitarian. 
Germany is totalitarian domestically and imperialistically; Eng- 
land is totalitarian imperialistically, and not domestically. 

There is a corollary to this: The twenty-six nations which 
have signed the United Nations Pact have within them, I believe, 
the possibility of conforming to these two tests. When the British 
Empire is broken up, and when the rest of the empires are broken 
up, it stands to reason that the German people and the Japanese 
people—when they realize that there is no nation which is gaining 
a special advantage from the possession of an empire—will want 
to see to it that they enjoy the Bill of Rights and own no empires. 
They will be willing to take their chances in the comity of nations 
and get whatever advantages they can get in terms of their skill 
and merit, instead of getting them by the unfair means which 
the empire system provides. 
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PeFFer—On the whole, though, Mr. Dolivet has said more than 
that. He has said that you will take in only such countries as have 
a Bill of Rights, but he has said that you will have the right of 
review and jurisdiction if and when they propose to disestablish 
the Bill of Rights. He is being consistent, you see. Do you say 
that you would permit them to disestablish the Bill of Rights? 

MuzuMpar—If they are members of the United Nations orga- 
nization, we would not permit them to disestablish the Bill of 
Rights. If so, the right of review— 

Das—Intervention, I suppose? 

MuzuMpar—I said, “right of review.” 

PEFFER—You have to say more. Mr. Dolivet has implied inter- 
vention. He is following his case through. 

MuzuMpar—The United States Supreme Court has the right of 
review; and it is because its decisions are so just that they ure 
accepted as valid by the forty-eight states of the Union... 

SrncH— Then what is your attitude toward collective security? 

MuzuMpar—I would be in favor of collective security. I was 
not in favor of collective security under the auspices of the League 
of Nations, because the League was based on the recognition of 
the empire system. A League of Nations is a contradiction in 
terms if it has an empire nation as a member. You would not 
have collective security, because it would be dedicated to the de- 
fense of the status quo — and I am not interested in that 
status quo. 

PEFFER—Would you have collective security in the sense that 
you would concede to this world organism a mechanism of con- 
straint? 

MuzuMpar—A mechanism based upon justice and good will 
to all nations, as far as it is possible. 

PEFFER—We must not go into political theory. It is just a mat- 
ter of interpretation at any one time— 

MuzuMpar—Because the twenty-six nations are members, one 
of another, there is a possibiliry of review, and intervention would 
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be permissible within the twenty-six. But they have no right to 
impose upon those outside. 

PErFER—We are assuming that everybody is in it. 

SIncH—Yes, let us say that all of us are in it. 

MuzuMpar—Let us say that I am in India and we do some- 
thing wrong. 

PeErFer—Let us say that you have disestablished the Bill of 
Rights. Have we the right to say: “Look here, this is a violation 
of the organic act, of the fundamental compact, which under- 
lies any social order”? 

MuUZUMDAR—Good. 

PEFFER—Can we say: “Re-establish the Bill of Rights. If you 
don't, we will make you”? What about that? 

MuzuMpar—In the new order which is visualized, India has 
no army, and you have no army. There is the army of the United 
Nations. 

PeFFER—Would the army of the United Nations make Dr. 
Muzumdar reinstate the Bill of Rights? 

MuzuMpar—Yes, the army of the United Nations might do 
that. But I should like to work for the day when the armies don't 
have to be—... 


19 
How To WIN THE PEACE 


I confess my incompetence to make any valuable 
contribution as to how we can win the war. I may 
humbly claim to have merited the right to make a few 
suggestions as to how we can win the peace. 


Ideals Can Conquer War 


From his post as United Nations Commander-in- 
Chief in the Southwest Pacific, in the very thick of 
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the battle, General MacArthur sends us the message 
that “the pen is still mightier than the sword.” Words 
are more potent than bombs. Ideals, backed up by 
“knowledge, magnanimity, energy,” to quote Confu- 
cius, are superior to tanks and bombers. Ideals are more 
compulsive than the so-called instinct of self-preser- 
vation. 


Let us then enunciate the ideals for which the United 
Nations stand. And let us constantly strive, even dur- 
ing the career of the conflict, to carry out those ideals 
into practice. Half-measures and compromises will not 
win the battle, either on the spiritual plane or on the 
material. Nor will the proclamation of ideals, as weap- 
ons of expediency, be of any avail. Ideals, to be suc- 
cessful in stemming the tide of evil, must become part 
of our very being. If by some miracle of grace the 
statesmen of the United Nations could be persuaded in 
their heart of hearts to put the achieving of those 
ideals above victory on the battlefield, the war would 
be ended on the morrow—to the untold benefit of the 
entire human race. 


We must refuse to believe that in their common- 
human nature the Japanese or the German people are 
different from us. We must, to the contrary, go on the 
belief that the divine spark is in them as in us. And it 
is this divine spark we must “contact” and light up. 
We must let our adversaries know that, on the one 
hand, we are set all-out against che evil system which 
grips them and which they are being led, through ig- 
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norance, into fastening upon other peoples; and that, 
on the other hand, we are anxious to cooperate with 
their better selves, with the divine potential in them. 
Indeed, we are anxious to “convert” our “adversaries” 
of today into our “cooperators” of tomorrow in the 
common task of mending or ending the system which 
holds the human race in thrall. 

What ideals are strong enough to light up the spark 
of the divine in all of God’s children, embracing the 
so-called enemies, the so-called friends, the so-called 
neutrals? Justice, equity, plenty, fair play, liberty, 
democracy—these may conveniently serve as a starting- 
point in our quest of the compulsive ideals for which 
man would be willing to sacrifice his very life. We must 
be careful, however, that these ideals do not degenerate 
into mere semantic gestures. Ideals become mere words, 
mere semantic gestures, when they are designed or 
thought to be exclusive in their application. If, for 
instance, we wish to assure plenty to ourselves and deny 
it to others, then plenty ceases to be a compulsive ideal 
capable of lighting the divine spark in every one of 
God’s children. Ideals retain their purity and compul- 
siveness only insofar as they correspond to intentions 
and practices. 


The Decalogue of Permanent Peace 


Let us then proclaim our intentions to High Heaven 
and strive, with all the power at our command, to 
square our practices with the ideals—‘‘with malice to- 
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ward none, with goodwill for all”; with Ahimsa, i. e., 
with non-violence and love, in thought, word and 
deed: — 

(1) We aim to work for the abolition of the old 
order, of the status quo, which was based upon the co- 
existence of imperiums (empire nations), nations (free 
and self-governing), nationalities (striving for freedom 


and nationhood). 


In its place we aim to erect a new order based upon 
the right of every nation to enjoy freedom and self- 
government. Yes, even the so-called uncivilized tribes 
and races are comprehended in our goal. 

(2) We believe in the right of each nation to hire 
the services of experts and technicians from whatever 
country or countries it chooses, on terms mutually ac- 
ceptable to the contracting parties. 

This means no consortiums, no “advisers,” would be 
forced upon any nations as they used to be forced upon 
China in the old order of things. Of course, extra- 
territoriality and imperialistic overlordship are things 
of the past, dead and buried. Nor will any one nation 
be ever entrusted with so-called “mandates ” 

It is nonsense to say there are some nations in the 
world, the so-called backward nations, that cannot gov- 
ern themselves. What is implied is that some nations 
cannot govern themselves in accordance with the stand- 
ards or requirements of dominant industrialized nations. 
Every nation, even the most uncivilized, can govern 
itself, rather efficiently. But it is true that every nation 
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cannot govern itself democratically. Hence it is held 
that a nation in need of political guidance toward de- 
mocracy shall be helped by an international Commis- 
sion, at least half of whose membership may well be 
drawn from the citizens of the nation concerned. 

(3) The economic well-being of man is the mutual 
concern of all mankind, not the sole concern of the 
nation to which the citizen belongs. 

This means the lowering, or abolition, of tariffs and 
trade barriers among nations, and the creation of large 
customs-free unions—the Pan-American, the Pan-Eu- 
ropean, the Pan-Eurasian (the U. S. S. R.), the Pan- 
African, the Pan-Asian including Australasia. 

(4) We aim to work for the new order in which no 
nation shall enjoy unbridled sovereignty, which carried 
with it the right to maintain armaments and the right 
to make war and peace at will. 

Armaments, if any should be deemed necessary, shall 
be maintained by the United Nations of the World, in 
the name of, and by the consent of, all the constituent 
nation-members. 

It is our intention, upon the admission of all nations 
into the United Nations of the World, to abolish arma- 
ments completely, to free mankind from the drain of 
heavy taxation for the creation and maintenance of 
implements of warfare, and to substitute regulative 
police force for destructive brute force.” 

(5) We aim, so far as possible, to rectify the in- 
justices and wrongs from which nations may be suffer- 
ing. Not only are we intent upon abolishing the insti- 
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tution of war but we are also deeply concerned with 
abolishing “occasions for war.” 

A machinery for peaceful change among the United 
Nations is emerging .before our very eyes under the 
stress of the present conflict. We intend to reinforce 
this outlook for peaceful change, this machinery for 
cooperation, and to create Commissions and mechanisms 
for the solution of inter-nation problems in course of 
time. 

(6) The bitter experience of mankind, plunged into 
two worldwide cataclysms in a generation, has taught 
us the nature of the conditions in which war flourishes, 
to wit:— (1) the insistence of each State upon the 
exercise of unbridled sovereignty; (2) the acknowledged 
legitimacy of Power Politics, so long as we or our friends 
are the beneficiaries of the game; (3) recognition of 
the validity of the empire system, so long as we or our 
friends operate it to our mutual advantage; (4) denial 
of freedom to certain nations; (5) racial inequality; 
(6) absence of even-handed justice to all alike; (7) 
non-existence of machinery for peaceful change. 

We highly resolve to limit sovereignty, to banish 
Power Politics, to destroy the empire system, to extend 
freedom and self-government to every nation, to ac- 
knowledge and practice racial equality, to deal out even- 
handed justice to all alike. 

Having abolished the conditions in which war flour- 
ishes, having removed the occasions for war, we mean 
to exorcise the demon of war for good and all. 
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Belief in the efficacy of war as a method of redressing 
wrongs testifies to the cult of violence which is at the 
core of modern civilization. Defensive wars are en- 
dowed with a peculiar halo of sanctity. The justifica- 
tion for wars of defense is an entering wedge for the 
worship of brute force. We are determined to outlaw 
so-called defensive wars as well as so-called offensive 
wars. We intend to strike at the very root of the insti- 
tution of war; for we are convinced that a military 
decision would be but a pyrrhic victory if it failed to 
outlaw war thenceforth. Come what may, we are re- 
solved to win the peace. And the winning of the peace 
means the outlawry of war and the limitation of the 
“occasion of wars” by the institution of democracy the 
world over. 

Our minds are made up. As Laotze has said, “There 
is no weapon more deadly than the (human) will.” 
Man’s ingenuity has succeeded in overcoming the con- 
ditions giving birth to the scourge of pestilence and epi- 
demics. Today the citizens of the United Nations are 
resolved to overcome the conditions that breed war, and 
thereby give short shrift to the philosophy of violence 
and brute force. 

We affirm and believe that no individual, no set of 
individuals, no nation, no set of nations, is to be blamed 
for the tragedy that has engulfed the human race. The 
wrong-doing is the result of certain systems and insti- 
tutions of which all of us have become prisoners. It is 
good, for instance, to set aside the Sabbath for worship 
and meditation; but, essentially, the Sabbath is made 
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for man. Similarly, we must not permit ourselves to 
be enslaved by systems, however valuable or necessary 
they might have been in the past. 

The systems which today are holding mankind cap- 
tive, the systems which peremptorily need to be mend- 
ed or ended, are three in number: (1) the empire sys- 
tem, (2) the war system, (3) the all-pervasive cult of 
brute force. In their place we intend to create new 
systems: In lieu of the empire system, based upon dom- 
ination, we shall erect a structure of the United Nations 
of the World, based upon voluntary consent, free as- 
sociation, and equality of status; in lieu of the war 
system, we shall create an appropriate system for peace- 
ful change by arbitration, judicial procedure and recon- 
ciliation; in lieu of the cult of brute force, we intend 
to inculcate the dignity and majesty of soul force. 


Yes, this generation is determined to free itself from 
the shackles of outdated institutions and systems. 


(7) In this great task beckoning to us all, we realize 
the supreme need for the spirit of the Great Emanci- 
pator, for the spirit of Mahatma Gandhi, for the grace 
of the indwelling Light. With Lincoln we affirm: “With 
malice toward none, with charity for all; with firmness 
in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let 
us strive on to finish the work we are in”—this world- 
wide civil war. This tragic war, we realize, is but an 
incident, an ugly incident; our main concern is “to 
bind up” humanity’s “wounds,” “‘to care for him,” friend 
or foe, “who shall have borne the battle, and for his 
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widow and his orphan—to do all, which may achieve 
and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves” — 
yes, among all the children of God. 

(8) To that end, at the earliest opportunity prac- 
ticable, we mean to ease the blockade to the extent of 
bringing food and medicine to the starving and famine- 
stricken peoples of Europe. We agree with the eminent 
Quaker who has said, rather poignantly: “You cannot 
erect a just and lasting peace on the emaciated bodies 
aud skeletons of little children.” 

(9) Our primary purpose is the realization of cer- 
tain ideals calculated to benefit the whole human race—- 
the achieving of a just and lasting peace; the abolition 
of the institution of war; the establishment of civil 
liberties and the democratic way of life everywhere. If 
the winning of the war be a necessary precondition to 
the attainment of these objectives, let it be won. If 
these objectives can be attained without further mutual 
slaughter, so much the better. At any rate, we are con- 
vinced this tragedy would not have befallen mankind 
if all of us had not erred in some measure. The need 
of the hour is repentance, self-purification. 


With Lincoln we hope “there will be no persecution, 
no bloody work, after the war is over... We must ex- 
tinguish our resentment if we expect harmony and 
union.” Without condoning the evils of the Axis policy, 
we mean to forgive the peoples of Axis lands as an act 
of chivalry. Vengeance, pray God, shall not sit at the 
Peace Conference, nor Retribution! 
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(10) “In future days, which we seek to make sec- 
ure,” in the words of President Roosevelt, “we look 
forward to a world founded upon four essential free- 
doms”—freedom of speech and expression, freedom of 
worship, freedom from want, freedom from fear, 
everywhere in the world. “This is no vision of a distant 
millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world 
attainable in our time and generation.” 

These are goals worthy of all men. Whether your 
skin be white or dark, brown or yellow; whether your 
shirt be brown or red, black or white, or whether you 
be shirtless; whether you are called German or Japanese, 
British or Hindese, Chinese or Burmese, American or 
Australian—you and you and you, yes, all of us owe it 
to the divine within us to cooperate one with another 
in creating a new heaven and a new earth. 


20 
A VISION OF THE New Day 


We began our study of the possible ways in which 
the United Nations of the World may be realized with 
the vision of the great English poet Tennyson. It is fit- 
ting we conclude our study with the same theme-song. 

The American poet Longfellow has held before us 
the motto of Excelsior. Life is an eternal drama in 
which Being constantly strives to Become. The becom- 
ing of being, the translation of will into action, the 
transformation of spirit into matter, the creation of 
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institutions for functions, the relating of man’s self to 
the Supreme Self—this constant process of what the 
Hindus call Samsara, of ceaseless activity, constitutes 
the glory of man’s existence. This drama of ceaseless 
activity is marked by cataclysms as well as by peaceful, 
rhythmic undulations of quiet processes. 

Blessed is he who has conquered himself. He who has 
mastered himself can ride above the storm of cata- 
clysms and the ennui of daily routine. He is the truly 
great, this Self-Disciplinarian. He is the Superior Man. 
Such a man rises triumphant above the limitations of 
the institutions of his day. Aye, he, in cooperation with 
like-minded and like-willed people, creates new insti- 
tutions to serve the needs of the new day. He shall be 
called Great and his nation shall be called a Great 
Power. 

Banishing violence from human affairs, making de- 
mocracy vital in human relationships, substituting soul 
force for brute force, such a Great Power shall set the 
standard for others to follow. Blessed shall be the Great 
Power that shall lead the way to the establishment of 
peace on earth and goodwill among men— 

“Till the war drums throbb’d no longer, and the 

battle flags were furled 

In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of the 

World.” 
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INTRODUCTION 


. High Religion may be defined as the core of every religion, what 
Asoka called “the essential elements of Religion,” containing the 


highest teachings regarding man, God and the universe, shared 
in common by all religions. See Chapter VII. 


CHAPTER I 


. Alfred Tennyson: “Locksley Hall,” lines 119-128. 

. Louis Adamic: Two-Way Passage; New York; Harper, 1941. 
It may be pointed out that the present author does not agree 
with Mr. Adamic in every detail. 

. Text reproduced from THE New York Times, August 15, 1941. 


CHAPTER II 


. The full text of “Declaration by United Nations” js given 
on pp. 24-25, reproduced from THe New Yorx Times, Jan- 
uary 3, 1942. 


CHAPTER Ill 


. On the 9th of September, 1941, Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill made a notable speech in the House of Commons, ex- 
plaining the meaning of his visit with President Roosevelt on 
the Atlantic somewhere off Newfoundland. These passages are 
reproduced from Churchill’s condensed speech carried by THe 
New York TiMes on September 10, 1941. 

. Between the writing of this Chapter (January 16-18, 1942) 
and the “readying”’ of the book for the press (March 30, 1942), 
momentous events have taken place on the military front 
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in the Pacific as well as on the political front in the relations 
between India and China, between India and Britain, between In- 
dia and the United States of America. One needs merely to recall 
the visit of Generalissimo Chiang-Kai-shek to India (February 
10-19, 1942), the Cripps mission to India (March 22-April 13, 
1942); the appointment of a Commission to India under Hon. 
Louis Johnson by President Roosevelt (March 9, 1942); reap- 
pointment of Mr. Johnson as “personal” representative of the 
President on March 24, 1942; the appointment on March 24, 
1942, of Dr. Henry F, Grady as active Chairman of the Ameri- 
can Mission to India; the arrival of the American Mission to 
ladia in New Delhi on April 4, 1942, in the midst of the Cripps- 
Congress negotiations. Recent developments in Indo-British re- 
lations, in the wake of the Atlantic Charter, will be dealt with 
appropriately in footnote 8 to Chapter V. 


Since the text in the chapter was written on January 16, 1942, 
U (i. e., Mr.) Saw’s odyssey in search of self-government for 
his country has assumed a tragic importance—for himself per- 
sonally and for Burma nationally. 


The policy of not trusting the “natives,” to use the obnox- 
ious word dear to the lips of imperialists, has proved its costli- 
ness to the British in Burma as in Malaya. Let us hope before it is 
too late they may be led, under American promptings, to rectify 
the self-same mistake in India. Had the “natives” been treated 
as partners by the British Raj, as the Filipinos have been by the 
American Government, there would have been an inexhaustible 
reservoir of trained man-power in India, Burma and Malaya to 
meet any contingency. The following comment from THE 
Dairy Express, London, is self-revealing:— 


“Here is the great tragedy of Malaya. We could have had 
a native force in Malaya of even better quality than that 
which General MacArthur raised in the Philippines. But a 
pack of whisky-swilling planters and military birds of passage 
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have forgotten this side of the Malayan population. They 
have handed it over to the Japanese, together with the radio 
station and stores of Penang.” 


—Tue New York Times, January 16, 1942 


U Saw’s odyssey in search of Swaraj, self-government, for 
Burma has poignant significance. 


U Maung Saw was born in 1901 at Okpo, near Tharrawaddy, 
Burma. He received his education from private tutors in Burma 
and India. The years 1919-20, the initial period of the historic 
Non-Violent Non-Cooperation Movement of Mahatma Gandhi, 
he spent in Calcutta studying under one of the Hindese (i. e., 
Indian) tutors. Needless to say he was deeply impressed with 
Gandhi and his ideas of freedom for India, including Burma. In 
1927, after the Gandhi program of non-cooperation was partially 
modified in favor of Council-Entry, U Saw was elected to the 
Burmese Legislative Council. In 1930 he was elected to the 
District Council of Tharrawaddy, but resigned his seat after nine 
months in the wake of the Civil Disobedience Movement of that 
year, in protest against British refusal to grant India Swaraj. In 
1939 he became a Cabinet Minister for Burma under the Parlia- 
mentary Act of 1935; and in 1940 he became Prime Minister 
of Burma. 


It was in his capacity as Prime Minister of Burma that U Saw 
left Rangoon some time in September, 1941, and arrived in Lon- 
don in the first or second week of October, 1941. He had con- 
ferences with Prime Minister Churchill and was in contact for 
three weeks with Col. Leopold S. Amery, Secretary of State for 
India and Burma. It might almost be said: U Saw asked for 
bread and he was given stone. His demand for dominion status 
for Burma was met with polite assurances on the part of British 
officials that the goal would be achieved some time in the future. 
Disappointed that the results of his mission had not been “com- 
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mensurate with the amount of risk I undertook in coming to 
England,” U Saw left England on the Sth of November, 1941, 
for the United States of America enroute home. That he had 
sharp comments to make about the non-application of the Atlan- 
tic Charter to his country is a matter of public record in this 
country. Washington officials must have been not a little sur- 
prised—or were they?—to hear the Burmese Nationalist side of 
the story from a responsible leader of his people, elected to the 
highest position in the government of his land. 

On the 7th of December, 1941, when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor, Mr. Saw was in Hawaii enroute home. The west- 
ward Pacific journey having been halted, he returned to the 
United States of America. From here he went to Lisbon. On 
the 3rd of January, 1942, according to THE New York TIMEs, 
he was reported to have left Lisbon for Cairo. And on the 18th 
of January, 1942, 10 Downing Street issued a statement that 
U Saw was “detained” by the British authorities “somewhere on 
his journey back to Burma because he ‘has been in contact’ with 
the Japanese since the spread of the war to the Pacific.”"—(THE 
New York Times, January 19, 1942.) 


This information is pieced together from THE NEw YORK 
TrMeEs, Since in wartime no government is expected to tell the 
whole truth, one is at liberty either to accept or to reject the 
alleged reason for the Burmese Premier’s “detention” by the 
British. One wonders if his outspoken criticism of British policy 
in Burma and his determination to see Burma liberated may not 
have had something to do with his “detention”! 

If U Saw was really guilty of being in contact with the Jap- 
anese since the spread of the war to the Pacific, it would be to 
the interest of the United Nations High Command, confidenti- 
ally to share the information with the leaders of the All-India 
National Congress. Otherwise, the effect of this “detention” is 
likely to be harmful in India even if the Congress be minded to 
eooperate with the United Nations. 
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4. The writer recommends the use of the word Hindese to describe 


J: 


the people of India. It is derived from Hind (pronounced Heend), 
the indigenous word for the anglicized term India. Hindese may 
be used either as a noun or as an adjective, just like the term 
Chinese, Like the term Chinese, or the term Japanese, Hin- 
dese may also be used either in the singular or in the plural. The 
term Indian is usually confused with the American Indian, The 
term Hindu is, properly speaking, confined to the majority re- 
ligio-social group in India. 


Thus it will be permissible to speak of Hindu Hindese and 
Muslim Hindese, of Christian Hindese and Jewish Hindese, of 
Sikh Hindese and Parsee Hindese. Every inhabitant of Hind 
(India) is, in other words, a Hindese, regardless of his religious 
affiliation. 


While we are in the field of terminology, it may be pointed 
out that the spelling Muslim or Moslem is a matter of personal 
taste. 


The Union Now program of Mr. Clarence K. Streit is a ration- 
alized attempt to justify dominance of the world by fifteen 
white-skinned countries practising democracy within their own 
borders, That the lot of the subject peoples under democracies 
would be much better than under dictatorships goes without say- 
ing. My chief objection to Streit’s plan is that it smacks too 
much of the Herrenvolk ideology of Streicher. 


By the end of April, 1942, or thereabouts, Mr. Streit and 
his coworkers “saw the light.” They announced their willing- 
ness to include in their close corporation such non-democratic 
but valiant Allies as the U. S. S. R. and China! Expediency, is 
thy name Streit?—or is it Union Now? 


(a) Inclusion of Chiang Kai-shek, the yellow-skinned General- 
issimo, into the Pacific High Command of the United Nations, 
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on a basis of equality, may or may not have been necessitated 
by the strategy of the war, but it is an excellent achievement, 
calculated to assuage a lot of suppressed resentment in the heart 
of the Asian. Now, let some Brtish and American troops be 
incorporated into the Chinese Army taking orders from General- 
issimo Chiang Kai-shek, or a subordinate Chinese military leader. 
That errors of judgment are bound to be made, even under a 
unified High Command of the United Nations, is inescapable. 
This war has been referred to as a “global war.’ The strategy 
for a “global war,” I suspect, is a new problem even to the war 
buards of the nations of the world. The war, now raging both 
in the Pacific and in the Atlantic, over all the continents of the 
world, is an “indivisible war.” Even so, there has been a percep- 
tible tendency in Britain and in America to think of the Euro- 
pean front as the major front and the Far Eastern front as the 
minor. This drew a remarkable protest from sixteen Chinese 
organizations in New York City, which stated in a telegram to 
President Roosevelt (January 14, 1942), that the “importance 
of any enemymust not be measured by his geographical distance 
from London”. And about the same time, in a mood of dejection, 
Sun Fo made a statement that China might be compelled to seek 
peace if the Far Eastern front were neglected in Allied strategy. 
That Sun Fo retracted the statement within a few days shows 
that the Chinese point of view is fully appreciated by the Pacific 
High Command of the United Nations. 


(b) Matching the Unified High Command of the United 
Nations, the Axis Powers—Germany, Japan, Italy—signed in 
Berlin on the 18th of January, 1942, “a military convention 
setting forth the main lines of ‘common operations against the 
common enemy.” ” 


—TnHe New Yorx Times, January 19, 1942. 
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CHAPTER IV 


It is hoped this attempt to paraphrase Jefferson does no injustice 
to the immortal author of the American Declaration of Indepen- 
dence. 
. Citizen may be broadly defined as a “member” of the State. 
The citizens make up the State—the Common Wealth or Com- 
monwealth—and the State guarantees rights and privileges to the 
citizens in return for certain duties the citizens must perform. 
The problem of Regionalism is discussed at greater length in 
Chapter VI. As an indication of the trend toward Regionaliza- 
tion, we have two remarkable documents emanating from Lon- 
don. On the 15th of January, 1942, the Governments-in-Exile 
of Greece and Yugoslavia signed an agreement providing for 
the integration of the two countries into a Region and laying 
the foundation for the Regionalization of the Balkans (THe 
New York Times, January 16, 1942). And on the 24th of 
January, 1942, the Polish and Czechoslovak Governments-in- 
Exile likewise signed an agreement laying the foundation for 
the East-European Region (THE New York Times, January 
25, 1942). 
. The rest of this section is lifted bodily from my Foreword to 
Broken Silence by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, pp. 17-20; New York: 
Universal Publishing Co., 1942. 
The borderline between natural rights, human rights, civil 
rights and political rights is not sharply defined. Footnote 6 in 
Chapter VI may help toward a partial clarification of this 
problem. 


CHAPTER V 
. The inclusion of one’s own composition among “The Prophetic 
Voices” is a delicate matter. I have justified it to myself on the 


sole ground that nowhere else, in brief compass, in the wide- 
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ranging and ever-increasing literature on Soul Force, could I 
find expounded, conjointly, the premises, propositions and con- 
sequences of the philosophy of life incarnate in the person of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

The phrase ‘George Washington's ‘children’ ” is part of my pri- 
vate world. Some day I hope to share the contents of that 
private world fully with my readers, In the Second Gujarati 
Reader of my elementary school days in Mahuva, Baroda State, 
I came across the lesson on George Washington and the cherry 
tree. My untutored boyish mind was deeply impressed with the 
boy Washington's experiment with the hatchet and with the 
restraint of the father in not giving the boy the sound thrashing 
that was coming to him—at least so I thought. The lesson ended 
by saying: “And the truth-telling George Washington later be- 
came the Father of his country.” A dynamic relationship was 
established in my untutored mind between truth-telling and 
the founding of a country. “If George was so good,” mused the 
seven-year old ME, “and if he became the Father of his country, 
his children must be good too. Some day I ought to pay a visit 
to George Washington's country and see his ‘children’. ” 

Text reproduced from THE New York Times, January 14, 
1942. 

So far as England was concerned, the last war was crowned by 
Lloyd George's election campaign promise “to hang the Kaiser.” 
During the present war, Vansittart, an influential member of 
the policy-making group in Great Britain, is the spearhead of that 
school of thought which believes in wreaking vengeance upon 
the German people. Vansittart and people of his persuasion 
would destroy not the Nazi system but the German people. This 
school has advocated the carving up of the German nation into 
tiny fragments——perhaps, subconsciously, to the end that the 
status quo may continue to flourish to the greater glory of the 
British overlord without any embarrassing challenges and inter- 
ruptions! 


3 
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Breaches of the Hague Convention on the part of “our very 
good friends,” the Russians, in impressing the civilians to do 
guerrilla work, are extolled by the American press as heroic acts. 
Witness the banner headline over a two-column dispatch from 
the U. S. S. R. by Miss Eve Curie in THe New Yorx HERALD 
TRIBUNE of January 29, 1942: 


EVE CURIE FINDS OUT HOW TULA 
DEFENDED ITSELF DURING SIEGE 
All People in City Pitched In to Fight When Nazis 
Encircled Them, Aiding Red Army and Doing 
Guerrilla Work, and Life Went on, Too 


Then Miss Curie regales us with the following account by a 
Mr. Zhavoronkov: 

“During the last days of October we got alarming news about 
the speed and strength of the German offensive from the south 
in the direction of Tula. At that time there were few Soviet 
troops in our town; part of the population had been evacuated. 

“We immediately started to organize the defense. This meant 
reinforcing the artillery positions on the outskirts of the city, 
building barricades for an eventual house-to-house combat and 
forming detachments of armed civilians to reinforce the regular 
troops. 

“Many of Tula’s inhabitants were already members of what 
we call hunting battalions, a semi-military organization of volun- 
teers. When the emergency came thousands of our workers, 
shopkeepers and intellectuals joined these battalions. They were 
later sent to advanced positions and fought side by side with 
soldiers of the Red Army during the siege. 

“At the same time, while many women, young girls and 
children were helping to build barricades, the workers in the 
arms factories continued doing their jobs under bombing, so as 
to keep production up. 

“Last but not least, our ‘partisans’ never stopped commuting 
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secretly between the town and the rear of the German Army. 
They maintained a constant liaison between the inhabitants of 
the occupied and the unoccupied districts, carrying instructions 
and news back and forth and waging guerrilla warfare in the 
enemy’s camp.” 

Question: Do we have a right to expect an invading army 
to treat such “civilians” with civility, with politeness, with food, 
with flowers? Verily, total war is a méssy business! 


. I am gratified to learn from the daily press that my interpreta- 
tion of soul force and its bearing upon the “scorched earth” 
policy is in full accord with Mahatma Gandhi’s views. Accord- 
ing to an Associated Press dispatch from New Delhi, India, 
March 23, 1942: 

“Writingin his (weekly) newspaper HARIJAN, at Bombay, 
Mr. Gandhi declared the government could considerably ease the 
present situation and allay anxiety about the future if it an- 
nounced unequivocally that such a policy (i. e., the “scorched 
earth” policy) never would be employed (in India). He asserted 
that the mass of the people was opposed to it.” 

—THE New Yorx Times, March 24, 1942. 

“The mighty scourge of war” has become mightier still in our 
day. In Lincoln's day, the earth used to be scorched by enemy 
troops; in our day, no nation waits for the enemy to lay waste 
the land—the embattled nation, on the defensive, instructs its 
troops and even civilians, as in Russia, to carry out the “scorched 
earth” policy. The very ghastliness of total war may yet seal 
the doom of the institution of war! 


Here are a few significant dates:— 

September 28, 1938, the Munich Accord. 

May 22, 1939, German-Italian Ten-Year Military Alliance. 
August 24, 1939, German-Russian Non-Aggression Pact. 
September 1, 1939, German Invasion of Poland, 

September 3, 1939, Britain and France Declare War on Germany. 
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_ Concerning Soviet “invasion of Poland from the East," we 
are told: 

“Poland's armies were decimated by the Germans in a short 
but bloody conflict, and the remnants were prevented from re- 
treating to the marshes of eastern Poland and there continuing 
the war by the invasion of Poland from the east by Soviet armies 
beginning September 17 (1939). The Soviet-German Treaty of 
September 29 (1939) once more partitioned unhappy Poland be- 
tween its two great neighbors.” 

—The New International Year Book, 1939, p. 316. 

Exactly a year after Munich, to the very day, Germany added 
to her expanding empire 72,000 square miles of Polish territory 
and 22,000,000 Polish inhabitants; and the U. S. S. R. added 
to itself 75,650 square miles of Polish territory and 12,800,000 
inhabitants. 

The U. S. S. R.'s participation in Power Politics does not end 
there; it really begins with the incorporation of half of Poland. 
Thus the U. S. S. R.: 

(1) Annexed Eastern Poland in September, 1939. 

(2) Established domination over Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 
in Sept.-Oct., 1939. 

(3) Attacked Finland on Nov. 30, 1939. 

(4) Concluded peace with Finland on March 12, 1940, with 
the acquisition of “strategic positions and bases” as well as “sev- 
eral slices of Finnish territory.” 

(5) ‘Demanded (on June 26, 1940, a day after the French- 
German Armistice went into effect) of Rumania the return of 
Bessarabia and the transfer of Northern Bukovina; Rumania was 
told to agree within 24 hours. It agreed to the cession on the 
following day and on June 28 (1940) details of the transfer 
were completed.” 

—The New International Year Book, 1940, p. 667. 
And “on July 1 (1940) Russian troops occupied the ceded 
territories.” —Ibid., p. 753. 
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Territories and Population involved: 

Bessarabia 17,151 Sq. Miles 3,200,000 Pop. 

Bukovina 1,737 Sq. Miles 500,000 Pop. 

(6) Served on June 16-17, 1940, upon the three Baltic 
States “demands for the free passage of Russian troops and the 
formation of pro-Soviet governments.” “Without waiting for 
the acceptance of these demands, the Red Army overran the 
three unresisting countries. Communist-dominated governments 
were set up which repressed all anti-Soviet elements and on July 
14-15 (1940) held controlled elections. These produced pro- 
Soviet parliaments, pledged to the incorporation of the three 
republics into the Soviet Union.” —Ibid., p. 753. 


. The Atlantic Charter (August 14, 1941) was deadset against 
the creation of new imperiums but it envisaged no breakup of 
existing imperiums, And the Declaration by United Nations 
(January 1-2, 1942), like the League of Nations, recognized the 
co-existence of imperiums, nations and nationalities, This com- 
placence, this “intellectual lag,” of Anglo-American leadership 
was rudely shaken by the dizzying events of the first three 
months of 1942, 

European empires in Asia began to crumble, like so many 
houses built on sand, before the onslaught of Japan's marching 
legions, 

Some embarrassing questions must be raised: (1) Are we fight- 
ing to prevent Japan from establishing a new empire in order 
that the peoples of occupied countries may enjoy freedom and 
self-government? Or (2) are we fighting to reinstate Dutch 
rule in the East Indies, French rule in Indo-China, British rule 
in Malaya, Burma and elsewhere? (3) Is our intention to per- 
mit India to enjoy the blessings of freedom and democracy, or are 
we committed to making more secure British imperial strangle- 
hold upon India’s 380 million inhabitants? (4) Is the “white 
Australia” policy one of the “democratic” values we are fighting 
to uphold? 
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Sir Stafford Cripps's mission to India (March 22-April 13, 
1942) failed primarily because the British War Cabinet, pre- 
sided over by Mr. Churchill, has not been able to overcome 
the intellectual lag. Cripps went to India merely as a per- 
suasive letter-carrier for the British War Cabinet, hence the 
failure of the negotiations in no way redounds to his personal 
discredit. l 

The Cripps proposals carried no atonement on England's 
part for having dragged and dragooned India into this war. 
The main.purpose of the Cripps mission was to enlist whole- 
hearted Hindese effort in the war, not so much for the defense 
of India, but, as it appeared to the Hindese, for the bolstering 
of the tottering foundations of the British imperium. 


The Cripps proposals were divided into two parts: (1) an 
interim arrangement during the war, which envisaged the 
Indianization of the Viceroy’s Cabinet; and (2) the post-war 
creation of a Union of India—a self-governing Dominion of 
India. 


There were catches to both parts of the proposals. During 
the period of the war, the Hindese Defense Minister was to 
be merely a rubber stamp. Nor was there a specific guarantee 
that General Wavell's armies, once the war was over, would 
not be used to deny India her long-due freedom. I believe 
Hindese leaders are wrong in thinking that the world will be 
the same at the end of this war as it has been until now. But 
who shall blame them? Once burned, twice shy. A hundred 
“promises made to the ear and broken to the heart’—such 
has been the record of the British imperium in India! 

As for the post-war creation of the self-governing 
Dominion of India, the British Government for the first time 
conceded the demand of the Congress that the constitution 
for India should be framed by the people of India themselves, 
by their duly elected representatives, and not by 600-odd 
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foreigners even if they be members of the Mother of Parlia- 
ments. But true to the imperium’s tradition of giving with 
one hand and taking away with the other, the Cripps propo- 
sals envisaged what Gandhi has rightly called “the vivisection 
of the nation,” what we may aptly describe as a balkaniza- 
tion of India. 

The Princes were empowered by the Cripps Plan to send 
their hand-picked nominees to the Constituent Assembly, to 
the Constitutional Convention; in addition, they were given 
the right to choose whether or not to be a part of the pro- 
jected Union of India, Likewise, it was stipulated that any 
Province or any “community” might stay out of the con- 
templated federation. Question: Is Ulster a manifestation of 
the British Government’s belief in the right of “secession”? 

Mr. Churchill’s interpretation of the Atlantic Charter as 
applying only to Europe has been repudiated officially neither 
by the British Government nor by the American Government. 
But on the 8th of May, 1942, Vice-President Henry A. Wal- 
lace spoke of the century coming out of this war as “the 
century of the common man,” assuring the four freedoms to 
all mankind. This implies a breakup of the empire system. 

In his Memorial Day Address, May 30, 1942, Mr. Sumner 
Welles, Under-Secretary of State, was still more explicit in 
afirming that “the age of imperialism is ended” and in pro- 
claiming, on the hallowed grounds of Arlington Cemetery, 
that the principles of the Atlantic Charter were applicable 
everywhere, in all parts of the world. 

Now let the British Government officially accept Mr. 
Welles's interpretation of the Atlantic Charter, and let the 
U. S. Government officially accept it as its avowed policy! 

. The title of the book referred to is War by Revolution, and 
it was written by Francis Williams, former Editor of THE 
Dar_y Heraup, London. Published’ in England in 1940, it 
had quite a vogue, Lire Macazine, New York, December 
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2, 1940, reproduced the chapter entitled “Organizing the 
Revolution.” I haven't read the whole book but to judge 
from this sample chapter it deserves the characterization I 
have given it—“of dubious value.” 

Mr. Williams preaches adoption of all the familiar under- 
ground techniques—boring from within, sabotage, fifth cal- 
umn, “widening every breach in German unity”—use of 
dissident Germans, Austrians and others to undermine Nazi 
authority in Germany and occupied countries, 

“The secret of success,’ avers Mr. Williams, is “to work 
in, secret like moles burrowing everywhere.” He advocates 
“organized industrial sabotage,” a “general strike,” to be 
worked up by dissatisfied Germans and other nationals from 
occupied countries as officers of this “secret” revolution, 
“smuggled across borders or dropped into enemy territory to 
set up revolutionary cells in every town and factory.” 

Should this strategy of war by revolution succeed, it would 
be a pyrrhic victory. I have always understood that the chief 
objection to Nazi and Soviet agents working in our midst is 
that they work “secretly”; that they attempt to “set up revo- 
lutionary cells in every town and factory”; that they use fifth 
column methods to undermine the authority of the govern- 
ment and to weaken the moraie of the public; that, in short, 
they try to “destroy” our power “from within“ by under- 
handed methods. 

I doubt very much that democracies are deadset against 
revolutionary movements that function constitutionally and 
in the open, Our chief objection has been to movements that 
work “secretly.” We who condemn totalitarian governments 
for such unscrupulous practices of “infiltration,” have no 
right to adopt them ourselves if we value our spiritual in- 
tegrity. 

The “mandate” principle is sound but the administration of 
their “mandates” by the various imperialistic Powers in the 
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post-war era betrayed Mr. Wilson’s hopes. And inasmuch as 
all the mandatory Powers had for practical purposes appro- 
priated their “mandates” as empire territories, none of them 
could call Japan to account and ask her to return the “‘man- 
dated” islands in the Pacific to the League of Nations. 
Textbook writers have been talking of Power Politics in the 
most expansive manner but no one, to my knowledge, has 
ever attempted to define Power Politics, This brief descrip- 
tion, of Power Politics is offered with trepidation. It is hoped 
this discussion may at least lead to a clearer statement and 
grasp of the problems of Power Politics. 

I am happy my interpretation “of the American legacy and 
of the American people” is reinforced by no less a person than 
President Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia University. 
Speaking on January 28, 1942, at the annual meeting of the 
Pilgrims of the United States, Dr. Butler assailed “the super- 
gtition that America is traditionally isolationist.” The notion 
of American isolation was “invented by those who have no 
conception of the facts of our history and the statements of 
our leaders.” William Penn, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, John Marshall, Woodrow Wilson and many other dis- 
tinguished sons of America have by word and deed proved 
this country’s concern for worldwide freedom. For a fuller 
account of Dr. Butler’s views on the subject, consult THE 
New York TrMes and THe New York Heratp Tripune of 
January 29, 1942. 

In this paragraph and elsewhere in the book, there is posed, 
quite unwittingly, perhaps subconsciously, a problem for psy- 
chologists and for the U. S. Supreme Court. I am a step-child 
of Uncle Sam—ineligible to citizenship according to the rul- 
ing of the august U. S. Supreme Court. In concert with the 
handful of my fellow Hindese now residing in this country, 
I have made attempts to secure citizenship rights for all of 
us from India. Individual Congressmen and Senators have 
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shown us profuse courtesy and goodwill; but that has not 
resulted in granting to our people—a mere handful in this 
country—the right to become citizens of the land we love and 
would cheerfully serve, each of us in our own way. 

Politically we are beyond the pale of the American com- 
munity. But no Congress, no Supreme Court, can take away 
from us our love for the best in America. Having been a prod- 
uct of American education, having participated in the Ameri- 
can cultural stream for over two decades, I am more American 
in outlook and temper than many a casually naturalized cit- 
izen with white skin. Hence the subconscious “we” in my 
account of the positive achievements of America. 

My interest in America is of long standing: see the account 

in Note 2, present Chapter. I sce no reason to apologize for 
this identification of myself with America; if any apology is 
due, it must come from some other quarter. 
The very contemplation of the amount of money Congress 
has been appropriating of late for the prosecution of the war 
makes one dizzy. I believe, before December 7, 1941, there 
were two appropriations of seven billion dollars each on. lend- 
lease account. On January 30, 1942, the 1942-43 Naval 
Appropriation Bill, according to THe New Yorx TiIMEs 
(January 31, 1942), was raised to $26,494, 265,474. On the 
basis of 26% billion dollars for the navy alone, one can im- 
agine the staggering amount of the war bill just for the year 
1942-43, Let us suppose the cost of the war for America 
per year does not go up beyond 50 billion dollars, It 
is easier to write or say 50 billion than to pause to realize 
the amount involved. And that is only for the first year of 
the war, If the war goes on as it is doing today, like a see- 
saw (in Russia and in Libya) there is no telling when the 
end will be. 

Under the circumstances it is reasonable to believe that 
if peace were concluded on the fourfold basis, set forth in 
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the text, ic would be cheaper for the United States to divert 
possibly half of the war appropriation of one year to the task 
of rebuilding, rehabilitation and reconciliation throughout the 
world, The investment would pay untold dividends in goodwill 
and in the insurance of peace. 

P. S. That the estimate of 50 billion dollars of war ex- 
penditure for the first year is not too high, is borne out by 
President Roosevelt's request for an additional sum of 
$26,740,901,900 for the Army and Maritime Commission, 
sent to Congress on February 9, 1942. 

And the banner headlines in April informed every news- 
paper reader in the world that the U. S. War Budget for 1943 
would be 70 billion dollars! 


CHAPTER VI 


The Witenagemot of the Germanic tribes is looked upon by 
some as the source of parliamentary institutions in Anglo- 
Saxondom. The Panchayet (Council of the Five) of the 
Hindus is a still more ancient institution looking toward 
democracy. One stands aghast before the peculiar mixture 
of the patterns of autocracy and democracy characterizing 
the German people. Several centuries ago, a German peasant 
had the audacity to tell the King, who was incognito, that 
he, the peasant, would rather take the matter to the law 
court than abide by the highhanded decree of the King’s 
bureaucracy which would deprive him of his land. This re- 
spect for law over against personal decrees has been a charac- 
teristic of the German people—until Hitler came upon the 
scene. And even under Hitler certain mechanisms of the Nazi 
Party as well as of the Authoritarian State permit the average 
German the luxury of feeling that he is part of the State 
machinery which has been conceived to be an organism. A 
larger number of German philosophers have treated the State 
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as an organism than the philosophers of any other nation. 
Furthermore, the army has ever been the special object of 
pride to theeGerman, even as the Navy has been to the Brit- 
isher. And if we are to believe Mr. Joseph C. Harsch (Ger- 
many At War, New York: Foreign Policy Association Head- 
line Book No, 33, 1942), the German Army is one of the 
most “democratic” armies in the world. These contradictions 
in German outlook and practices baffle me. But it contra- 
venes the truth to assert dogmatically that the goose-stepping 
Germans are always given to an authoritarian mode of living. 


Henry George’s book Progress and Poverty is a must reading 
for our generation caught in the wheels of the machine. Nor 
can one afford to be unfamiliar with the literature on Social- 
ism or with the protests against our industrial civilization 
registered by John Ruskin, William Morris, Leo Tolstoy, 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


. A very helpful discussion of this subject is to be found in 
Lewis Mumford’s valuable book, Faith for Living, New 
York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1940, Chapters 5-6. 


Less charitable in his thinking than myself, Nietzsche would 
attribute no “‘fair’’ means to the mercantile class. “Merchant 
and pirate,” says Nietzsche, “were for a long period one and 
the same person. Even today mercantile morality is really 
nothing but a refinement of piratical morality.” 


. Clark Wissler in his stimulating book, Man and Culture, New 
York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1923, speaks of modern nations 
as tribes. 


, I believe the crisis of our age is apt to give us a better insight 
into the State mechanism than we have had until now. Cer- 
tain dilemmas need to be resolved. Was Aristotle wrong when 
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he said, “The State is prior to the individual”? Are the 
theologians entirely wrong in their contention that the State 
is ordained by God? Are those wrong who contend that 
society is an artefact and government a contract? 

I believe the conflicting claims can be resolved if we 
redefine the problem of Society and State in sociological 
terms. We are befuddled and confused by the inadequacy 
of proper terms and concepts in the English language. 

All of human behavior must be traced to human nature 
and its expression within a given cultural milieu. We don't 
know how to define human nature but we do know the 
constituent elements of human nature. 


Constituent Elements of Human Nature 


— ee 8 eS emer E 


Biological Physical Psychic Social 


Family Order Economic Order Dharmic Order State Order 
or 


Church-School Order 


The family order, the economic order, the Dharmic order, 
the State order——these four are the primary institutions of 
society. Let us call them prinstitutions. Abstracted from 
any one of the four prinstitutions, man ceases to be. From 
these prinstitutions emerge all the institutions of our society. 
The biological family, for instance, gives rise to the institution 
of marriage, the institutions of sex taboos and rituals. The 
physical-economic order—the organism’s need for food, cloth- 
ing and shelter—gives rise to the institutions of the market- 
place, banks and money, buying and selling, employer and 
employee, etc. 
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The Dharmic order gives us our religious’ and scholastic 
institutions, And the social-state order gives us the multi- 
farious institutions and organizations of society at the apex 
of which is the State-form. The prinstitution of the State 
leads to the institution of monarchy or democracy or totali- 
tarianism, depending upon the interplay of the prinstitutions 
and their derivative institutions. 

Thus in a sense both Aristotle and the theologians have 
been right. The State is one of the four prinstitutions man 
is born into. The State as a prinstitution is, indeed, prior to 
the individual, as Aristotle would say. The State as an insti- 
tution, that is to say, the pattern of the State, is an 
outgrowth of human experience in a cultural milieu. 

But since the “institution” of government by compact, by 
social contract, in the New World, in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, the Social Contract school of social scien- 
tists have been justified in speaking of society as an artefact 
and the State or government as a contract. The impersonal 
logic of technology during the last two hundred years has 
reinforced the viewpoint of the Social Contract school. Gov- 
ernments can be “instituted,” as the American Declaration 
of Independence says. 

What are called “human rights” are derived from the 
prinstitutions, the primary institutions of society, God-made if 
you choose to call them such. The “political rights’ are 
derived from the State as the most important institution of 
society. The institutions of society arise to subserve the ends 
of the prinstitutions—to enable man to be and to become, to 
live and to multiply. Hence whenever and wherever man's 
right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is guaran- 
teed by the State, that State institution is in ideal harmony 
with the State prinstitution. 

Today we are compelled to transcend the limits of Nation 
and State. The United Nations of the World will emerge 
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partly as a result of compact, partly as an outgrowth of hu- 
man experience in living together and in solving common 
problems, 


For the idea that the World State of tomorrow will have to 
start with a machinery for peaceful change, with Commissions, 
I am indebted to Mr. Frederick J. Libby, Director of the 
National Council for the Prevention of War, Washington, 
D. C. At the United Pacifist Conference on January 31, 
1942, at Labor Temple, New York City, Mr, Libby was dis- 
cussing the problems of the post-war world, And when he 
enunciated the role of the Commissions, I realized at once 
that there was the answer to the perplexing problems of “in- 
stituting’ a World State. No nation is likely to adjourn its 
own Parliament or Congress in favor of a World Parliament. 
But the Commissions, spoken of in the text, would admirably 
serve as appropriate arms of the Pluralistic World State. 

And it is a pleasure to express my gratitude to Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes of the Community Church of New York, 
from one of whose sermons I derived the idea of the contin- 
uous peace conference. 


As an alternate for Eire or Switzerland, one may suggest the 
King or Prime Minister or Foreign Minister of Sweden. 


CHAPTER VII 


St. Augustine: The City of God, edited by John Healey, 
Book III, Chapter XIV, p. 126; New York: Dutton, 1934. 


Quoted from Dr. Holmes’s Statement to his congregation, 
December 14, 1941, offering his undated resignation, to be 
accepted by the Board of Trustees when deemed necessary, 
because of his all-out pacifist stand. 
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George Fox: The Journal, edited by Norman Penney, p. 36; 
New York: Dutton, 1924. 


. George Fox: A Dey-Book of Counsel and Comfort from the 
Epistles of George Fox, compiled by L. V. Hodgkin, p. 97; 
London: Macmillan, 1937. 


Rufus M. Jones: The Faith and Practice of the Quakers, pp. 
120-122; New York: George H. Doran, 1927. 


The first five injunctions of the Buddhist Decalogue are bind- 
ing upon the laity as well as the clergy; the last five are 
binding upon the clergy alone. 

These sayings and injunctions of Buddha may be found 
in any standard work on Buddhism. The present writer has 
used the late Mr. Alfred W. Martin’s version from his re- 
markable book Great Religious Teachers of the East; New 
York: Macmillan, 1911. See also the section on Buddhism in 
the present writer’s book Gandhi the Apostle; New York: 
Universal Publishing Co., 1923. The Bible of Mankind, edited 
by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, New York: Universal Publishing 
Co., 1939, is highly recommended as a source book on Com- 
parative Religion. 


Literal translations of Asoka’s Rock-Edicts suffer too much 
from the use of many honorific titles of Emperor Asoka, 
such as Priyadarshin, i. e., pleasing to look at; Devanapriya, 
i. e., the Beloved of the Gods, etc. Comparing several trans- 
lations, I have prepared the version appearing in the text 
with a drastic deletion of all superfluous terms and honorific 
titles, 


. E. Hultzsch: Inscriptions of Asoka, p. xlviii; Oxford: Clar- 
endon Press, 1925. 
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Zend Avesta is the Bible of the Zoroastrians, containing the 
sayings and teachings of the Prophet Zarathustra (anglicized 
Zoroaster). These extracts are reproduced from Schrab’s The 
Bible of Mankind, pp. 119-20. 


These passages dealing with the Confucian Tradition are re- 
produced from The Bible of Mankind, p. 209, pp. 227-28, pp. 
197-198. 


These passages dealing with the Taoist Tradition are repro- 
duced from The Bible of Mankind, pp. 289-90, pp. 297-298, 
p. 291, pp. 302-303, p. 301, pp. 308-310, p. 310. 


This Shinto Prayer is reproduced from K. N. Das Gupta: 
Essence of Religions, p; 31; New York: World Fellowship of 
Faiths, 1940. 


These statements regarding Islam are reproduced from The 
Bible of Mankind, p. 576, p. 576, pp. 575-576, p. 578, p. 
578, p. 562, p. 563, p. 557, p. 546, p. 549, p. 552, p 552, 
p. 553. 


These songs of protest are reproduced from The Songs of Kabir, 
translated by Rabindranath Tagore; New York: Macmillan, 
1915. In their order, the songs are reproduced from the 
book: p. 45, pp. 45-46, p. 90, pp. 90-91, p. 106, p. 112. 


The first of these extracts is reproduced from Max A. Mac- 
auliffe: The Sikh Religion, Vol. I, p. 285; Oxford: Claren- 
don Press, 1909. The second extract is from Teja Singh: 
Sikbism—lIts Ideals and Institutions, p. 10; Calcutta: Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1938. 


Teja Singh: Op. cit., p. 11. 
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George B. Scott: Religion and Short History of the Sikhs, pp. 
17-18; London: The Mitre Press, 1930. 


This statement of Baha-O-Llah is quoted in A Traveller's 
Narrative, edited by Edward G. Browne, p. xl; Cambridge: 
University Press, 1891; reproduced from The Bible of Man- 
hind, pp. 624-625. 


This statement of Abdul Baha is quoted in the Bahai Scrip- 
tures, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, Vol. Il, pp. 
261-262; Wilmette, Ill.: Bahai Publishing Committee, 1925; 
reproduced from M. A. Sohrab: Broken Silence, p. 406; New 
York: Universal Publishing Co., 1942. 


This statement of Abdul Baha is quoted in The Promulgation 
of Universal Peace, Vol. II, pp. 448-449; reproduced from 
Sohrab’s Broken Silence, pp. 407-408. 


This statement on God and Truth was made by Gandhi in 
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1931; reproduced from the present 
writer's book Gandhi Versus the Empire, p. 161; New York: 
Universal Publishing Co., 1932. 


This statement on Ahimsa as well as the one on “The Vow of 
Non-Thieving,” appearing later, was made by Gandhi in the 
course of a speech on the ideals of the Ashram delivered be- 
fore a gathering of students in Madras in 1916; reproduced 
from the present writers Gandhi the Apostle, already re- 
ferred to, pp. 181-182, 189-190. 


The editorial on “The Doctrine of the Sword” appeared in 
Gandhi's weekly magazine Younc Inpia, Ahmedabad, on 
August 11, 1920. The full texte may be found in Gandhi's 
collected writings and speeches, Young India, 1919-1922, pp. 
259-263; New York: Huebsch, now Viking Press, 1923. 
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“‘Non-Cooperation a Purifying Movement” and “War with 
the Latest Weapons” are reproduced from Gandhi the Apostle, 
pp. 190-191. The dates of these two statements fall some- 
where between 1920 and 1922. 


For the full text of the editorial, “The Conditions of 
Swaraj, which appeared in Youna Inpa, February 23, 1921, 
see Mahatma Gandhi: Sermon on the Sea, pp. xx-xxi; New 
York: Universal Publishing Co., 1924. 


For a long time I have felt the need for a term connoting 
what High Religion stands for in the text. I am indebted 
to Dr. Philip Jacob for having introduced me to the term 
High Religion which, I understand, is being popularized by 
Dr. Kirby Page. 


The term “manifest destiny,’ which we in our generation 
have learned to associate with the aggressive policy of Japan's 
warlords, is of American origin. It was first used in this 
country after the Louisiana Purchase, when the American 
began to look expansively westward and southward. The 
promptings of America’s “manifest destiny’ led to the U. S.- 
Mexican War of 1846-48. 


The title, under which Thoreau’s Address on the subject of 
civil resistance was delivered in 1847, was “Resistance to 
Civil Government.” In 1849, the Essay appeared in Elizabeth 
Palmer Peabody's compilation, Aesthetic Papers, with the 
original title. Soon thereafter Thoreau gave the Essay its im- 
mortal title, ‘Civil Disobedience.” 


The following two statements appearing in Thoreau’s 
Essay on “Civil Disobedience” have a modern flavor; they 


might almost have been written by Mahatma Gandhi:— 
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“If a thousand men were not to pay their tax bills this 
year, that would not be a violent and bloody measure, as it 
would be to pay them and (thereby) enable the State to com- 
mit violence and shed innocent blood. This is, in fact, the 
definition of a peaceful revolution, if any such is possible.” 

Again: 

“If the tax gatherer or any other public officer asks me, 

as one has done, ‘But what shall I do?’ my answer is: ‘If you 
really wish to do anything, resign your office.’ When the sub- 
ject has refused allegiance and the officer has resigned his 
office, then the revolution is accomplished.” 
The technique of non-violent non-cooperation has been 
worked out by Gandhi and translated into practice by the 
people of India in terms of a subject people versus an in- 
trenched aggressor. No one has as yet systematically set forth 
how a country can practice non-violent resistance against a 
new aggressor on the horizon. 

The notion that a lot of people lying down on the frontier, 
ready to be crushed under rolling tanks, would ward off in- 
vasion, is too simple not to be absurd. As pointed out in 
the text, the efficacy of non-violence stems from its capacity 
to touch the common-human element in the wrong-doer. 
Invasion does not necessarily have to be land-borne; it may 
be air-borne as well as sea-borne. People may be lying— 
basking in the sun——along one frontier, and the invader may 
intrude through other frontiers by air or by sea. 

A full-scale non-violent non-cooperation program against 
a potential aggressor would have to be based upon utter non- 
violence, i. e., upon implicit and explicit goodwill to the 
potential wrong-doer. That means we must approach him 
with loving-kindness; or, to mix the metaphor, we must put 
all our cards on the table. 

Theoretically, non-violent resistance against an aggressor 
is apt to assume different forms at different stages: 
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First Stage: Refusal to join the issue on the field of battle 
and assuring the aggressor of our goodwill. 

Second Stage: Exploration into the aggressor's bill of com- 
plaints and list of wrongs, real or fancied, suffered by him. 


Third Stage: Sincere offer of cooperation with him 
in the redress of those wrongs that may be adjudged as 
wrongs by the criterion which we apply to ourselves. 


Last Stage: Converting the potential wrong-doer of yester- 
day into our co-worker of today in the common task of rid- 
ding mankind of the evils that arise from the cult of brute 
force. 


In some cases the last stage is apt to be the fourth, follow- 
ing quickly on the heels of the third. In other cases, it may 
be postponed by several intermediate stages, one of which 
may well be the occupation of the country by those whom we 
approached in good faith. Then we must put into operation 
the program of non-violent non-cooperation with the system 
of intrenched aggression as worked out by Mahatma Gandhi. 

This is the sort of national defense practicable within the 
framework of Ahimsa. Whether the Working Committe of 
the All-India National Congress had such a plan in mind, I 
do not know; but in its recent Resolution it rightly com- 
plained: ‘The British Government has prevented organization 
of national defense by the people of India.” 

In the light of these considerations we can grasp the full 
meaning of the historic Resolution of the Congress on non- 
violent resistance against aggressors, passed in Allahabad on 
the 2nd of May, 1942. Here is a partial text of the Resolu- 
tion: 

“The Working Committee of the All-India National Con- 
gress repudiates the notion that freedom can come to India 
through interference or invasion by any foreign nation, what- 
ever the professions of that nation may be. 
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“In case invasion takes place it must be resisted. Such re- 
sistance can only take the form of non-violent non-coopera- 
tion. The Committee therefore expects India to offer complete 
non-violent non-cooperation to invading forces and render 
them no assistance. We may not bend the knee to any ag- 
gressor or obey any of his orders. We may not look to him 
for favors or fall to his bribes. If he wishes to take posses- 
sion of our homes and fields we will refuse to give them up, 
even if we have to die in our efforts to resist them. 

“In all places where British and invading forces are fighting, 
our non-cooperation is fruitless and unnecessary. Not to put 
obstacles in the way of the British forces will often be the 
only way of demonstrating non-cooperation with the invader. 

“The All-India Congress Committee is convinced that 
India will be able to attain her freedom through her own 
strength and to retain it likewise. The present crisis, as well 
as experience during the negotiations with Sir Stafford Cripps, 
makes it impossible for the Congress to consider any schemes 
or proposals which retain even a partial measure of British 
control and authority. Not only the interests of India but also 
Britain's safety and world peace and freedom demand that 
Britain must abandon her hold on India. It is on the basis 
of independence alone that India can deal with Britain or 
other nations. 

“While India has no quarrel with the people of any country, 
she repeatedly has declared her antipathy to nazism and fas- 
cism as well as to imperialism. If India were free, she should 
have determined her own policy and might have kept out of 
war, although her sympathies in any event would be with the 
victims of aggression. If, however, circumstances had led her 
to join in the war she would have done so as a free country, 
fighting for freedom, and her defense would have been orga- 
nized on a popular basis with a national army under national 
control and leadership and in intimate contact with the 


people. 
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“It is significant and extraordinary that India’s inexhaustible 
man power should remain untapped while India develops into 
a battleground between foreign armies fighting on her soil or 
on her frontiers, and her defense is not supposed to be a sub- 
ject fit for the population. India resents this treatment of 
her people as chattels to be disposed of by foreign authority.” 

P. S.—Patience exhausted, period of grace and chivalry 
at an end after almost three years, Mahatma Gandhi decided 
reluctantly to discard the policy of ‘‘non-embarrassment of 
Britain’s war effort.” A ‘“world-shaking’’ program to be 
launched by Gandhi, said the papers in mid-June, 1942. 

During the period between two historic anniversaries, the 
American Declaration of Independence and Bastille Day, the 
Congress Working Committee met at Wardha, On July 11, 
1942, the Committee endorsed the Mahatma’'s “plans for a 
mass movement of moral pressure to compel Britain to give 
India full freedom at once.” 

The temper of the country as expressed by Pandit Jawahar- 
lal Nehru: “Axis Powers are India’s enemies. But the British 
Government also is our enemy. We will fight the British 
Government until India is freed, and we will resist aggression 
if our enemies invade India. Americans are our friends, but 
we would not like an American Army overrunning India.’ 

—THE New York TIMES, June 11, 1942. 

Commenting upon the “Quit India” resolution of July 11, 
1942, Gandhi said on July 14, 1942:— 

‘There is no room left for negotiation—either they recog- 
nize India’s independence or they don't. 

“There is no question of ‘one more chance’... This is 
open rebellion. I conceive of a mass movement on the widest 
possible scale, though of a purely non-violent character, My 
intention is to make the movement as short and as swift as 
possible.” 


’ 


~HE New York Tmes, July 15, 1942. 
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With justice on igs side, making haste slowly, the Working 
Committee decided to submit the‘‘Quit India’ resolution to the 
All-India Congress Committee for ratification and implemen- 
tation on August 7, 1942. The “Quit India” movement does 
not imply the physical quitting of India by every Britisher; 
it simply means the end of British authority in India and the 
automatic transfer of power to the Hindese people. 

Americans may be reassured that Free India would gladly 
let British and American troops fulfill their military task. 
Should the United Nations armed forces be overwhelmed in 
India, then—and only then—would come into operation Gan- 
dhi’s program of non-violent resistance against the aggressor, 
which in a sense would be a new kind of defense in depth. 

Gandhi's latest move is a concrete step in the direction of 
President Roosevelt's program to establish the four freedoms 
the world over. 


This division of the world into certain customs unions is not 
meant to be final or arbitrary. Listings of possible customs 
union areas will vary with different individuals, The matter 
of moment is not which country shall belong to which union; 
the fundamental issue is that of transcending economic bar- 
riers created by political nationalisms. Continentwide cus- 
toms unions are within the realm of possibility in our gen- 
eration. 


I have been warned that any endorsement of international 
police powers as a desirable mechanism is apt to play into 
the hands of the militarists. I do not think so. 

Let us define the terms we are using. Police power is 
regulatory power, an instrumentality of the judicial pro- 
cesses; as such, it is predicated upon the implicit consent of 
all who are within its jurisdiction, The policeman’s job is 
to maintain law and order and to bring lawless and disorderly 
elements to the law courts, 
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Occasionally, a policeman is permitted, in self-defense and 
in protection of society, to use firearms against a dangerous 
criminal. But that procedure is always an exception to the 
rule that the policeman’s job is to help maintain law and order 
and, in cases of lawlessness or disorder, to bring the miscreant 
to the bar of justice. 

A policeman is not a soldier. 

Where there is no court of justice, the so-called police- 
man is in reality either a gangster, an outlaw, or an adminis- 
trator of martial law. Lynch law is an expression of police 
power neither nationally nor internationally. The interna- 
tional police would emerge simultaneously with the establish- 
ment of international law courts. 

When a given nation or a combination of nations under- 
takes to “police” the world by reliance upon armed might, 
we are witnessing an exercise not of “police powers” but of 
the “mailed fist.” Such exercise of brute force may achieve 
peace of a sort——the peace of imposition, not the peace of con- 
sent. Police authority in international affairs will be a reality 
only after reliance upon armaments is discarded by every 
nation, not before. This point of view, I am afraid, may not 
be very palatable to the messiahs of the Anglo-Saxon world; 
but it will, at any rate, assure world peace. 

In his notable speech on Decoration Day, May 30, 1942, 
Mr. Sumner Welles, Under-Secretary of State, argued for 
the disarming of ‘‘aggressors”’ and for international “policing,” 
by armed might, by the United Nations, until a permanent 
system of general security should be set up. According to 
our definition, Mr. Welles means not police powers but an 
imposed Pax at the end of the war. If “the age of imperial- 
ism is ended,” as Mr. Welles contends, then there is no justi- 
fication for any imposed Pax—whether imposed by Teutons 
or Angles or Angels. 
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